
Volume 34 Number 6 November & December 2008     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Fundraiser: 

 

YCAC  

Coloring Book 
 

Drawings by Area 
Artists 

For you to finish 
with crayons, 
paint or pastels 

 

at the Gallery on 
Elm Street 

$5 
 
 
 
 
 
Artists:  

decorate an 
ornament  

And donate it 
for sale. 

New York Multi-Arts Centers Consortium Conference  
 

On September 20-22, Ginny Deneka and I attended the NYMACC Conference at Minnow-
brook Conference Center in Blue Mt. Lake. It was a wonderful opportunity for us to network and learn 
with other directors and officers from Multi-Arts Centers around the state. 

Mary Margaret Schoenfeld, the Community Development Manager at Americans for the Arts, 
was the keynote speaker.  She described five categories of benefits of arts to communities: per-
sonal development, imprint of the arts experience (individual); human interaction (interpersonal); 
economic and social benefits,  and communal meaning (community).  

Speakers from the New York State Council on the Arts informed us that NYSCA is committed 
to the cultural community’s contribution to New York State’s economic, social and educational well-
being. To this end regional meetings are being held to identify regional priorities and opportunities for 
collaborative action by arts, economic development and other sectors. (I attended the Finger Lakes 
Region’s ”Cultural Blueprints” meeting in Rochester on Monday, October 20th. ) 

The Director of Architecture Planning and Design & Capital Projects at NYSCA discussed the 
services to art centers provided by an architect consultant regarding accessible space utilization, dealing 
with historical structures, lighting, design, etc. including  the top 10 design lessons from successful art 
centers. NYSCA has several avenues of support for architectural planning and design. 

Small group sessions gave attendees opportunities to share experiences and learn from each 
other in the areas of greening the operations, success factors for art centers, residencies for artists, and 
board do’s and don’ts. 

Another great outcome of this conference was the opportunity to network with other art center 
directors from the Finger Lakes Region. YCAC has entered into a partnership with directors from 
Corning, Ithaca, and Auburn. We look forward to opportunities to collaborate on marketing, events, 
etc. and will attempt to meet regularly to coordinate our efforts. 

Ginny and I returned to Penn Yan energized and excited about the opportunities and chal-
lenges that lie ahead. We thank NYSCA, the YCAC Board of Directors and YCAC members for making 
it possible for us to attend this event.    Fran Bliek, Executive Director 

Briefly… 
YCAC Annual Membership Meeting & Dinner Thursday, Dec. 11, 5:00 PM  

at Sarrasins On The Lake (See insert) 
 

Holiday Card Sale: special orders accepted.  (See page 3) 
 

Dates: 
Artists’ change-over art: Monday, November 10, 10AM-Noon 

Gallery Opening Sunday, Nov. 16, 1-3PM (See page 4) 
Board Long Range Planning Retreat w/ Susan Payne, Sat. Nov. 22 

Starshine Friday, Dec. 5...YCAC on Main Street & The Gallery 

YATES COUNTY ARTS CENTER 



PAGE 2 PERSPECTIVES                                                     VOLUME 34 NUMBER 6 

YCAC ‘s 
programs are 
supported in 
part with pub-
lic funds from 
the New York 

State Council on the Arts 
- Decentralization Pro-
gram. 

 
Board Members: 

 
 

Class of 2008 
Willie Bilancio 
Sam Castner 
Ginny Deneka 

Bob Kinney 
Howard LeVant 

Barbara Pinckney 
Bill Bailey 

 
Class of 2009 

Carol Conti 
Peter Loughnane 

Kent Salisbury 
 

Class of 2010 
Lois Agliata 

Mary Harmony 
Elisabeth Haynes 

Joyce Hunt 
Nancy Langford 

Sandy Murrin 
Jean Welch 

 
Executive Director 

Fran Bliek 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Bonnie Barney 

 
 

The vision of YCAC is to 
enhance and enrich life in 

Yates County through 
education and the  

advancement of the arts. 
 

To this end, we plan,  
promote, and develop art 
programs and projects; 

coordinate, schedule, and 
publicize events; develop 

and maintain physical  
facilities. 

 
Programs of YCAC are 
supported by an annual 

grant from the Yates 
County Legislature, from 
commissions collected on 

Gallery sales, and by 
memberships. 

Fran’s Forum 
 

 On Monday, October 20 I attended the New York State Council on the Arts 
(NYSCA) Cultural Blueprints meeting at the Eisenhart Auditorium of the Rochester Mu-
seum & Science Center. Dignitaries from the region including County Executive Maggie 
Brooks, State Senators and Assemblymen and the Upstate President of Empire State 
Development Corporation gave their encouragement for this initiative.  
 Facilitated breakout groups identified regional priorities and opportunities for col-
laborative action by arts, economic development and other sectors. The topics included: 
infrastructure, intellectual capital and workforce development, international and global 
thinking, investment and financial models and image/identity. A full group discussion on 
priorities and actions for the region followed the small break-out sessions. To learn more 
about this initiative and summaries of the results of  the sessions check out website: 
www.culturalblueprints.co.cc.  
 In conclusion, I quote from the National Governor's Association published in 2001 
titled, The Role of the Arts in Economic Development.: "Cultural activities attract tourists 
and spur the creation of ancillary facilities such as restaurants, hotels, and the services 
needed to support them. Cultural facilities and events enhance property 
values, tax resources and overall profitability for communities. In doing 
so, the arts become a direct contributor to urban and rural revitalization."  
 YCAC welcomes opportunities to collaborate with community 
leaders and organizations to further advance the cultural and economic 
development of our region.  
   Fran Bliek, Executive Director 

Open House at Sunny Point 
 

 Sunday, October 12 was, without a 
doubt, the most perfect fall day on Keuka Lake. 
The sky was that unmistakable October deep 
blue. The air was wonderfully warm with just a 
hint of crispness. The trees on the beach and 
surrounding hills were dressed in their autumn 
splendor of red, yellow, orange, maroon, gold 
and green. The lake shimmered in the glorious 
sunshine. It was a setting fit for an artist, pho-
tographer or poet. What a great time for our 
Sunny Point Open House! 

 The barn cottage at 868 East Lake Road made a great art gallery where doz-
ens of paintings were hung and displayed alongside pottery, baskets, and handmade 
books. Antique chairs and trunks added to the eclectic scene. Tasty finger foods were 
available on the porch as well as punch and wine donated by Lynn Montgomery and 
the Keuka Wine Trail. 
 More than one hundred guests toured the building and grounds, offering sug-
gestions and showing their support for this 
wonderful facility recently gifted to YCAC by 
the late Dr. Annie Smith. We fully believe 
that the future of YCAC will be enhanced by 
this addition. All in all, it was a super event 
and helped to increase the visibility of YCAC 
and our mission to enrich the quality of life 
for Yates County residents and visitors by 
providing access, education, and opportuni-
ties for active participation in the arts.  
 Ginny Deneka, President, YCAC 
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Eighth Annual Holiday Card Sale 
Send out messages of peace, hope, and friendship wi th the inspiration of local art! 

 Whether December brings to mind poinsettias brightening up the mantle, silent snow falling in the countryside 
or on old buildings, deer feeding in the snow-filled fields, mother and child, or selecting the perfect tree…you will find 
holiday cards you’ll love at Yates County Arts Center. 

 Eight of YCAC’s favorite artists have once again donated the use of their art images for the annual holiday 
card sale. Chairperson Ginny Deneka announces that the 2008 Edition are hot off the press. Each card is printed on 
high quality watercolor stock with matching envelope. Packages of eight different designs are available for $10.  

 A customer purchasing 4 packages will receive the 5th package FREE. Special orders may be arranged if you 
wish all your cards of a particular design. Cards are available at the Yates County Arts Center, at the YCAC booth 
during Star Shine, and at a few other Penn Yan locations. 

  “Winter”    “Two for the Show”          “Winter in the Country” 
   by Connie Berberian    by Virginia Braun                        by Catherine McBride 

     “Mother and Child”         “Poinsettia”      “Christmas Memories” 
        by Fran Bliek   by Char DiGennaro        by Roberta Kappel 

               “Snowy Woods”      “The Other Side of Main Street” 
 by Elaine Stefanik    by Eileen O’Reilly 
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“Celebrate 2008” 
Art and Fine Crafts for Your Home and Holidays 

Opening Sunday, November 16, 1-3 PM 
 
 
  "Celebrate 2008", the year's final exhibit at YCAC's Gallery, will open 
Sunday, November 16, with a reception from 1 - 3 PM.   Featured artists Judy 
Soprano  and Amber Coleman will  highlight our show along with  our  mem-
ber artists.   
  Judy  Soprano is a landscape painter well known for her rustic winter 
barns.  Her artistic statement: “As a landscape painter, I need to feel space on 
the canvas or paper.  A nephew once said he could ride his bicycle into my 
painting.  That was the best compliment I will ever receive.  He was able to 
feel space in that painting.   
 “I opened the door to creativity and found my soul.  I grew up on a 
farm, so I love barns!  They were my fort, my castle, my Tarzan swings;  I 

grieve over every one that goes down.  I love trees in the winter.  That is when we can see their 
character.   Shadows are my next fascination.  I love to see the way the shadows run across the 
land, bumping up over the ridges and falling down the hills  and straight across the earth.  I feel 
them moving.  I have thought about how to say this but I cannot think of a better way to put it...I 
can’t NOT paint!” 
 Amber Coleman  is noted for her beautiful decorative painted  furniture.   She describes 
these pieces as "fine art on furniture. "   
 Amber is a former elementary school teacher and has been teaching  painting in her studio 
for about 20 years.  She also owns and operates an antique shop and gallery called the Yellow 
Barn Shop located on Darby's Corners Road, near her Branchport home.  Amber uses the world of 
Nature and wildlife as the theme of her work. 
 Special at this exhibit will be music by noted harpist, Trudy Moon .  Guest artists presenting 
at this exhibit are Marcia Ritchlin , showing her painted handbags and Svetlana , who weaves fab-
ric out of natural  fibers - cotton - linen & silk, and then fabricates them into a very special style of 
women's fashions. 
 Wine for this exhibit is donated by Heron Hill Winery , located on the west side of Keuka 
Lake.  They also have a tasting room on  the West side of  Seneca Lake.  As always we will have a 
plentiful array of lovely hors d'oeuvres. 
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Please contact YCAC’s Workshop Coordinator, Fran Bliek (607-227-2475), to register, or if you have any ques-
tions.  Class size is limited; please register early  to avoid closed classes. Full class fee is required at  regis-
tration . Absolutely NO partial class fees.   Students may make up missed class if available at another session. 

Fall/Winter YCAC Workshops 
Youth:   
 

Autumn Adventures in Art 
Instructor: Robin Secrest 
Tuesdays: November 4-November 25  
3:30-5:30 Cost: $20 
Each week a different media and project. Explore a variety  
of adventures into the world of art while working with paints,  
pencils, pastels, etc. 
 
Holiday Crafts w/ Robin 
Tuesdays: December 2 & 9  
3:30-5:30 Cost: $10 
Creative crafts and/or gifts for the holidays 
 

Adults:   
 

Printmaking (Monoprint & Collograph) 
Instructor: Maria Hoover 
Wed’s: Oct. 29-Dec. 3 (no class 11/26)  
6:00-8:00 Cost: $50 M / $60 NM 
Learn the techniques of one of a kind print-making. Create  
monoprints and collographs using hand rubbing to print.  
Exhibit: Dec. 10-12 
 
Beaded Jewelry  
Instructor: Joan Belles 
Wed., Nov. 5 & Fri, Nov. 7 1-4 pm 
Cost: Teens: $10; Adults: $30 + materials 
Create beaded jewelry to keep for yourself or for holiday gift giving. 
 
Holiday Paper Art (Carolina Snowflake) 
Instructor: Joan Belles 
Sat., Nov.15,  9:00-12:00 Cost: $15 
Create a Carolina Snowflake out of heavy paper.  
 
Writer's Workshop   
Facilitator: Michael Czarnecki  
Sat., November 15, 1:00-3:00 PM 
Cost: Members $10, Non-Members $15 
This workshop is open to all forms of writing and experience.  
Michael will talk about the writing process, give encouraging  
tips, ask and answer questions and present writing exercises  
and ideas to help you with your own writing, whatever kind that  
may be. Come with questions, curiosities, enthusiasm and pen  
and paper for an informational and inspiring couple hours  
devoted to writing.  
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New and Renewing Members August 15 through October 23, 2008 
YCAC programming is possible because we have so man y  

generous member supporters.  Thank you.  

Michelangelo $5000 
    
Benefactor $500 
    
Patron $250  
LeVant, Howard  

 
Sponsor $150   
Conti, Carol,   

Lange, Dora & Paul   

Lindenmuth, Susan & Norm   

Pinckney, Barbara M.   

 
Business or Donor $100  
Knapp, Tracey  

Malcolm, Mark & Deborah   

Marble, Paul  

Misnick, Mindy & Nick   

Stork, Don & Corry   

Strouse, Dr. Wayne  

 
Associate $50  
Argust, Tom & Carolyn   
Coleman, Amber Carol   

Condemi, Dr. John & Carol   

Hayes, Margaret O.   

Jensen, Robert & Donabeth  

Rickman, Dick & Peggy   

Rummel, Lynda & Rolf Zerges  

Smith, Joanne & Richard   

Wilson, James E.  

Wolcott-Bailey, Hannelore  

    
Individual/Family  $35 
Ames, Pat  
Bailey, Noreen & Chris   

Bailey, Roger & Linda   

Baum, David & Ronnie   

Bob, Ramin  

Braun, Tom & Virginia   

Castner, Sam  

Chadwick, Lyn & Tom 

 
Christensen, Ejner & Lois   

Clancy, Deborah  

Clow, Fremont & Carole   

Cohn, Mark & Pixie   

Coon, Paul & Gay   

Corcoran, Bob & Sharon   

Creamer, John & Stephanie Olsen   

Dickson, Mike and Jean   

Fenner, Gary & Suzanne   

Frishman, Ronny & Alan   

Gifford, Jeff & Wendy   

Griffith, Anne K.  

Haley, Linda  

Hansen, Helen   

 Harder, Cavalene  

Heller, Stephen & Susan   

Hoffman, Amy  

Hunt, Doris  

Kirk, Dr. Arthur & Beverly 

Kirk, Lauretta  

Marjama, Patricia  

Martins, Stephanie  

McBride, Catherine & John   

Moon, Trudy  

Northrup, Charles & Betty   

O'Reilly, Eileen  

Overgaard, Jorgen and Lynn   

Perry, Horace & Elizabeth  

Phillips, Anita  

Poreda, Helga  

Potter, John  

Radigan, Eileen & Michael   

Reagan, Joan  

Rembaum, Nancy & Steve Knapp   

Rood, Tom & Kathy   

Soprano, Judith  

Sottile, Donald S.  

Spitz, Deanna L.  

Stenzel, Bud & Peg  

Travis, Janice & John   

Vorce, Elliott & Susan   

Whalen, Laura & Jim   

Williams-Chase Jean M.   

    
Senior  $20  
Anthony, Alice  

Beardsley, Darrell,   

Beauchamp, June  

Benjamin, Sharon  

Bloomquist, Milly  

Caravetta, Joan & Fred   

Castner, Betty & Bob   

Clark, Jeannine  

Coffman, Steven & Barbara   

Crain, William & Carol   

Goodrich, Susan  

Harris, Jane E.  

Haugen, Sarah  

Hawkins, Maxine  

Hubsch, Jean  

Judd, Mary Kay  

Kelley, Mrs Madalene   

Kiml, Ed  

Kjar, Josephine  

Lundy, Carl  

Merridew, Barbara P.   

Milton, Kathleen  

Mitchell, Audrey  

Osborn, Charles & Dorisanne 

Parker, Eleanor M.   

Perkins, Linda  

Rees, Russ & Marcia   

Reilly, C. Edwina,  

Reynolds, Brenda & Parker   

Ross, Sandra & Robert Costigan  

Rossman, Dorothy S.   

Scism, Carol  

Seus, Carol  

Snyder, June C.  

Taylor, Fiona  

Truax, Ben & Gail   

Wilkins, Marie  

Witt, Nancy G.  

Zurchauer, Shirley  
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YCAC’s Lending Library...Additions, Call for Returns 
 
 Dale Richards, our volunteer librarian, sends along the list (below) of recent additions to our exten-
sive library of books, CDs, tapes, and computer programs which are available for free unrestricted loan at 
The Gallery. 
 Our library has grown in recent years and it now includes 338 books, 88 videos and 21 CD's. While 
our shelves still have a bit more room, our limited space requires that we be selective when considering 
which items donated in the future will be added to our collection. A review indicates that the "how to" books 
get the most use. Apparently we're all looking for tips and inspiration when it comes to drawing, painting, 
collaging, etc.  
 When signing out an item, remove the sign-out card found on the inside of the back cover for books 
or on the back of the container for videos or CD's. Fill in the date, your name and phone number. Place the 
completed card in the 3 x 5 card file found on the shelf above the videos. File these cards alphabetically by 
YOUR last name. When you're returning the item, remove the sign-out card from the file box, return it to 
the item you borrowed and reshelve the item in its proper catergory. This is a self-service lending library. 
We ask that you follow procedures and return items in a reasonable time frame.  
 There are some books and videos which have been signed out for prolonged periods and they 
need to be returned so that others will have the opportunity to enjoy them. 
  
New items: 
 
A.S. Thorpe/J.L. Larsen  Elements of Weaving    weaving 
Albert, Greg & Rachel Wolf Basic Watercolor Techniques   w/c 
Bolton, Richard   Painting Buildings in Watercolour  w/c 
Bress, Helene   Inkle Weaving     weaving 
Brown, Rachel   The Weaving, Spinning and Dyeing Book weaving 
Brown, Susan Scheewe  Watercolors Anyone Can Paint   w/c 
Cogniat, Raymond  Manet      history 
Coleridge, Sarah  Painting Flowers in Watercolour   w/c 
Davison, Marguerite  A Handweaver's Pattern Book   weaving 
Foster, Walter   Animals are for Fun    drawing 
Franks, Leon   How to do Still Life    painting 
Gassner, Henry   Guide to Painting    painting 
Hupka, Robert photographer Michelangelo Pieta    history 
Jeffares, Katherine  Calligraphy The Art of Beautiful Writing  calligraphy 
Kent, Cyril   Starting with Relief Printmaking   printmaking 
Lewis, David - Editor  Watercolor Painting Techniques   w/c 
Maiotti, Ettore   The Watercolor Handbook   w/c 
Mathews, Denis   Fauvism     history 
Piper, David   Van Dyck     history 
Sgarbi, Vittorio -   Intro by The History of Art   history 
Snow, Margorie & William Tablet Weaving     weaving 
Sunset Books   Weaving Techniques & Projects   weaving 
Time Life Books   The World of Vermeer    history 
Time Life Books   The World of Rubens    history 
Time Life Books   The World of Rembrandt   history 
Time Life Books   The World of Winslow Homer   history 
Time Life Books   The  World of Leonardo    history 
Time Life Books   The World of Michelangelo   history 
Time Life Books   The World of Goya    history 
Time Life Books   The World of Marcel Duchamp   history 
Weigle, Palmy   Color Exercises for the Weaver   weaving 
Wilson, Jean   Weaving is for Everyone   weaving 
Znamierowski, Nell  Weaving     weaving 
For a complete catalog, check at The Gallery. 
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Red Jacket Writers’ Group 

We welcome writers.  Want to join us?   
We meet the third Monday of each month from 7-9 PM at The Gallery.  Dues are $1 per month for those attending.  
We share our joys and woes, successes and rejections, and read from our current writing projects.  Most of all, we 
encourage each other to keep writing! 

          
Can’t think of a subject?  Try the word of the month.  Want to change 
the bent of your composition?  Insert  “Major” or “Minor” before the 
noun.   November: Transformation 
   December: Curiosity 

For more information: 
Barbara Wohlschlegel 585-526-5787 

Or Alice Moriarity 585-526-6569 

Acknowledging Partnerships: 
Poets & Writers, New York State Council on the Arts, and Hunt 

Country Vineyards = YCAC Event 
 
On October 31, poet Michael Czarnecki and “Lori Jane and the 
Cowboys” presented “Granite Cliffs, Crashing Waves”, a multi-

media presentation of photographs, haiku, and stories of a three-week journey along the 
coast of Maine, from Kittery to Calais.  Co-sponsored by Poets & Writers, Inc. through public 
funds it has received from the New York State Council on the Arts, this was hosted by Hunt 
Country Vineyards. 

nothing day: meditation 
  
today will be a nothing day 
nothing to do 
nothing to say 
  
nowhere to go 
no one to see 
nothing to know 
no one to be 
  
I'll sit inside myself today 
and brush all fleeting thoughts away 
  
I'll let it go, let nothing - stay 
today will be a nothing day 
  
     Mary Harmony, Red Jacket Writers Group 



YATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

 

President Gene Parsons 315-789-4563  Vice President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 

Contact President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 
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PYAG will meet upstairs above the YCAC Gallery on Saturday, November 8th at  
1:30pm.  We'll do some painting (your choice & supplies) and possibly pick  
up your work at the Gallery afterwards; otherwise exhibit exchange will take  

place from 10am to noon on Monday, November 10th. 
 

There will be no December meeting. 
 

Change-over day for The Gallery exhibit is November 10, 10AM– 12PM. 
 

YCAC would again invite artists to pick up blank holiday ornaments and paint them for re-sale to 
support the organization.  Please return them before Starshine, December 5. 

Mary Rickman Scholarship 
Annual Scholarships awarded to talented area high school seniors enrolled as  

college art majors and/or to local college students majoring in differing facets of Art. 
* * * 

Contributions to this major scholarship are always welcome.  
Please send this coupon with your contribution to  

Yates County Arts Center, 119 E. Elm Street, Penn Yan, NY 14527 
 

Donor:_____________________  Amount:________________ In Honor/Memory of: ___________________ 

  The Yates County Photography Club will  meet at 7:00 P.M., November 20 at the Gallery.   
The program will be a display of fall color and flower color photographs by club members and any-
one else interested in bringing their work  in.  Slides, prints and snapshots are all needed, film or 
digital.  Anyone interested is welcome to attend.  
  We will  meet at 7:00 P.M., December 18 at the Gallery.  The program will be a photo shoot 
of  Christmas decorations in the Gallery or in downtown Penn Yan, whichever you prefer.  Bring  
your camera, tripod and any other accessories you may want.  We will try to have some holiday 
snacks at the close of the meeting.  Anyone interested is welcome to attend.   

Guests and new members are always welcome.  PYAG exists to encourage all artistic endeavors.  If you wish to join, 
please bring 3 examples of your work to a meeting for the group to admire.   

Dues are Active Member $15 (one time initiation fee $3) ,  Associate Member  (not displaying art) $10. 
Send 2006-2007 PYAG dues to Sally Thomas, 3598 Sid White Rd.,  Keuka Park, NY 14478.   



 

Hunt Country Vine-
yards 

 
Sponsor of Finger 

Lakes  

    PRSRT STD 
  US POSTAGE 
         PAID 
  PENN YAN,NY 
         14527 
 PERMIT NO. 169 

STORK & MANAHAN INSURANCESTORK & MANAHAN INSURANCESTORK & MANAHAN INSURANCESTORK & MANAHAN INSURANCE    

A division of Beaumont  & Stork, Inc. 

136 Main St., Penn Yan NY     

315-536-2363 

Www.storkandmanahan.com 

          Tues-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-3 
          315-536-8226 

          E-mail: ArtsCenter@YCAC.org 
On the web: www.YCAC.org 

 
Yates County Arts Center 
119 East Elm Street 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

The Loomis Barn  
& Country Shops 

4942 Loomis Rd, Rushville 
Www.loomisbarn.com 

“Make it a day in the country.” 

Cannariato & Driesch Family Medicine 

Morgan’s Grocery 

100 Hamilton St. 

Penn Yan 

...the place for meat! 


