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The vision of YCAC is to 
enhance and enrich life in 

Yates County through 
education and the  

advancement of the arts. 
 

To this end, we plan,  
promote, and develop art 
programs and projects; 

coordinate, schedule, and 
publicize events; develop 

and maintain physical  
facilities. 

 
Programs of YCAC are 
supported by an annual 

grant from the Yates 
County Legislature, from 
commissions collected on 

Gallery sales, and by 
memberships. 

“Just for Fun” Family Concert 
Friday, May 8th, 7:00 pm 

 
 Gather your family together, young 
and old, and head for the Yates County Arts 
Center on Friday, May 8th at 7:00 pm for an 
enjoyable evening of music and fun. 
 Equal parts historian, entertainer, 
educator, comedian and folklorist, Dave 
Ruch finds his song material in dusty ar-
chives, obscure songbooks, diaries, old re-
cordings, scholarly journals and sometimes from his own children, 
and brings these gems to life in a most entertaining style. 
 The “Just for Fun” Family Concert is “Just the Thing” to de-
light and entertain every member of the family.  Dave brings along 
his banjo, mandolin, guitar, jaw harp and washtub bass for a 
special program full of musical fun. Audience members will delight 
in seeing and learning a bit about these instruments up close while 
enjoying some great participatory songs performed on each.  
 Expect singalongs, movement songs, laughter, guessing 
games, even a few cartoon themes.....some audience members 
may even be invited to come up on "stage" and play the washtub 
with Dave!  Suggested Donation: $5 adult, $2 youth, $10 family. 
Just come and enjoy! 

Editorial 
 As Congress considers the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the arts 
and culture sector must be included.  In a report released in mid-January, the National 
Governor’s Association stated, “Arts and culture are important to state economies...They 
create jobs, attract investments, generate tax revenues, and stimulate local 
economies through tourism and consumer purchases.” 
 YCAC provides direct economic benefits to our community. Workshops 
provided over 250 instructional days in 2008. These workshops created jobs for 
artist-instructors and stimulated the economy both in their increased purchasing 
power as well as the supplies that were purchased at local businesses.  In addi-
tion, a part-time YCAC executive director salary fuels the local economy.   
 (Continued on page 2) 
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Fran’s Forum: Volunteerism 
 
 Spring is in the air! New life is soon to emerge from the dark thawing earth. New life is a vital ingre-
dient for a volunteer organization like Yates County Arts Center. Basically a volunteer organization, with 
only one part-time employee, YCAC depends on volunteers to help provide its services. 
 Yates County Arts Center is the cultural heart of the community providing year round programs in 
many disciplines for all who wish to learn, study or simply appreciate a wide variety of art and cultural 
events. Yates County Arts Center, mainly located in the historic Masonic Temple Building at 119 E. Elm 
Street, Penn Yan; consists of classrooms, a gallery / gift shop, office space, and a library. The new Sunny 
Point Artists Center is YCAC’s seasonal property on East Lake Road along Keuka Lake. It will house visit-
ing artists and accommodate small workshops and exhibitions. 
 Long-term, short-term, on-call or regular schedule, your participation as a Volunteer at Yates 
County Arts Center is truly appreciated by the members, staff and Board of Directors. There is a volunteer 
opportunity for every interest. Become a participant – our success depends on you! By giving “new life” to 
YCAC you will be giving “new life” to yourself. The benefits of volunteering in this vital, exciting organiza-
tion are numerous, but let me outline just a few. 
Opportunities to: 

• Meet and greet other people who appreciate the arts and the benefits they 
provide  

• Assist in the selection of programs at the arts center  
• Help in the artistic and creative development of children and adults  
• Share your area of expertise  
• Learn about the arts business  
• Know that you are a valued asset of YCAC  

 Contact me at 315-536-8226 to discuss the opportunities that  
volunteering at YCAC can provide.  I look forward to seeing you often at Yates 
County Arts Center….enriching lives through the arts!  
 
Fran Bliek 
Executive Director 

The raffle for Mark Zane’s oil 
painting was won by Bev 
Oben, our “Volunteer of the 
Year”!  Thank you Mark, and 
Congratulations, Bev! 

Saturday, August 22 
9:00-3:00 

“Families Celebrate Art Day” 
YCAC needs Volunteers to help make this fun family day a reality. 

Please volunteer to assist with this summer project. 

  (Editorial Continued from page 1)  
 
 The YCAC Gallery had sales of approximately $25,000 in 
2008, thus adding to the state and county sales tax revenue. Over 
3000 visitors were attracted to the YCAC Gallery to view exhibits and 
purchase work produced by local, regional and national artists. YCAC 
also provided 7 Community Arts Grants totaling $1400, which was 
spent locally. 
 The Arts uplift people, sustain culture, and also reap eco-
nomic benefits for the community.  We are not simply icing on the 
cake, but the yeast that makes it rise.  Please support continued arts 
funding. 
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UPCOMING ADULT WORKSHOPS: 
Stamping Fun for All  
3rd Monday of each month Time: 5:00-7:00 pm  
ages 8 - adult Youth Cost - $5 
Instructor: Jan Enos 
Creative stamping techniques with exciting and new projects each week. 
 
Pastel Painting (6 weeks) 
Instructor: Barb Doyle             
Wednesdays: April 1 – May 6      Time: 9:00-12:00 
Cost: $100 Members / $110 Non-members / $50 Teens 
Learn the layering techniques of pastel painting. Students will learn to create depth, capture light and shadow, and 
color harmony in their pieces. Class limited to 8 students. 
 
Creative Writing Workshop Series (4 weeks) 
Instructor: Michael Czarnecki 
Thursdays: April 2 – April 30 (no class April 16)     Time: 6:30-8:30 pm 
Cost: $50 Members / $60 Non-members / $25 Teens 
Each week a different kind of writing will be explored including: poetry in general, haiku, memoir writing and nature 
writing. A portion of class will be devoted to reading and critiquing student’s writing. 
 
Oil Painting 
Instructor: Robin Secrest 
Tuesdays: April 7 – June 2 (No class April 14)     Time: 6:30-8:30 pm 
Cost: $100 Members / $110 Non-Members / $50 Teens 
Oil painting is a rich medium and offers a wonderful exploration of color and paint. Learn the layering techniques of oil 
painting capturing depth, light and shadow and color harmony. 
 
Silk Scarf Designing Workshop 
Instructor: Sandi Cirillo 
Saturday, April 25 
Time: 10:00-1:00 
Cost: $20 plus $10 materials fee 
In this hands-on workshop, participants will learn about “shibori”, the Japanese resist method of creating designs on 
silk using a PVC pipe. In this unique process scarves are wrapped around the pipe and our creativity takes over, spill-
ing onto the pipe in layer after layer of colors. Students will also be given the opportunity to paint directly on the silk. 
 
Basket Weaving 
Instructor: Joan Belles 
Saturday, May 2 
Time: 9:00-4:00 
Cost: $30 Adults plus materials fee; $15 Teens 
Create a basket from natural materials under the guidance of a master  
basket weaver. Learn about materials, construction techniques, and design. 
 
Wet-into-Wet Watercolor Workshop 
Instructor: Ed Steinhilper 
Saturday, May 16 
Time: 9:00-3:00 
Cost: $50 
Ed Steinhilper, from Williamsport, PA, will conduct a watercolor workshop that will cover instruction in color mixing. 
Students will learn to compose mountain fog, threatening skies and coastal mud at low tide. Ed will also demonstrate 
toning paper to maintain color unity and lifting pigment to retain whites.                            (Continued on Page 6) 
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spring  
 

the morning came in cotton crisp 
a gentle breeze with just a wisp 
of hyacinth and daffodil 
that rolled down from the sunlit hill 
 

as spring dawned cool and fresh today 
it chased the winter blues away 
put on its finest golden gown 
tossed spikes of purple stars around 
 

and drew me from my dusty cave 
to see the bobbing blossoms wave 
in clusters sprinkled on the hill - 
the laughing fields of daffodil 
 

and hyacinth to make me sing 
with gladness for another spring 
 
by Mary Harmony 
Red Jacket Writers 

Upcoming dates to save… 

 

Keuka Lake Arts Festival, Penn Yan at the Outlet, June 13 & 14, www.keukaartsfestival.com  
 
Corn Hill Arts Festival, Rochester, July 11 & 12.  Deadline to apply is March 11.  Www.Cornhill.org. 
 
Shindig, an Artrageous Celebration in Corning, Sat. & Sun. July 25 & 26.  Www.gafferdistrict.com 
 
Cortland Arts and Wine Festival  Saturday, August 1, 2009  Www.Cortlandartsandwine.com 
 
6th Annual YCAC Artist Studio Tour,  the 8th-9th of August., 2009.  Artists may participate from their 
own studio, or at The Gallery or at The Annie Smith Arts Center at Sunny Point, on Keuka Lake. 

Student Show Opens Friday, April 3, 7:00-9:00 PM 
Penn Yan, Dundee and Marcus Whitman Student Art 

Examples of student art by Aaron Bodine, Molly Steirer, Emma Willing, and Samantha  Steinhert 
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Main Street  

Family Health  

Wayne Strouse MD 

 
Water Street Pharmacy 
14 Water St., Dundee 

607-243-8114 
Professional Healthcare~ 
Hometown Hospitality,  
Newsstand and Gift Shop.  

Continuing through March in The Gallery 
A Playful Installation by Maria Hoover, Pottery by the Sommervilles,  

“Wearable Art” clothing by Lisa Seather, Glass lampwork creations by Becky Congdon 

L-R: Summerville Pottery canister set with Maria Hoover’s story installation in 
the background; Wearable Art by Lisa Seather, carrying a basket by Joan  
Bellis; Hand made glass bead on sterling necklace by Becky Congdon, re-
flected in a pewter vase by Leon Fontier; Maria Hoover’s fantasy window. 
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UPCOMING CLASSES FOR YOUTH / TEENS: 

 
Stamping Fun for All  
3rd Monday of each month Time: 5:00-7:00 pm  
ages 8 - adult      Youth Cost - $5 
Instructor: Jan Enos 
Creative stamping techniques with exciting and new projects each week. 
 
Painting for Kids  
Tuesdays: March 24-May 5 (no class April 14) Time: 3:30-5:30 
ages 8—18 Cost - $30 
Instructor: Robin Secrest 
Students will experiment with different painting techniques, materials, and subject matter. Creativity will be 
encouraged. 
 
Creative Writing Workshop  
Thursdays: April 2-30 (no class April 16) Time: 6:30-8:30 pm 
ages Teens & Adults      Cost - $25 (Teens) 
Instructor: Michael Czarnecki 
Each week a different kind of writing will be explored including poetry in general, haiku, memoir writing and 
nature writing. A portion of each class will be devoted to reading and critiquing students’ writing. 
 
Oil Painting 
Instructor: Robin Secrest 
Tuesdays: April 7 – June 2 (No class April 14)     Time: 6:30-8:30 pm 
Cost: $100 Members / $110 Non-Members / $50 Teens 
Oil painting is a rich medium and offers a wonderful exploration of color and paint. Learn the layering techniques of oil 
painting capturing depth, light and shadow and color harmony 
 
Basket Weaving  
Saturday, May 2 Time: 9:00 -4:00 
ages Teens & Adults Cost - $15 (Teens) 
Instructor: Joan Belles 
Create a basket from natural materials under the guidance of a master basket weaver. Learn about materi-
als, construction techniques, and design 
 

Kids Color  
Tuesdays, May 12-June 2 Time: 3:30-5:30  
ages 8-18 Cost - $20  
Instructor: Robin Secrest  
Each week a new approach to color with different materials, colored pencils, watercolors, acrylic paints 
and more. 

Please contact YCAC’s Workshop Coordinator, Fran Bliek (607-227-2475), to register, or if you have any questions.  
Class size is limited; please register early to avoid closed classes. Full class fee is required at  registration.  

Absolutely NO partial class fees.   Students may make up missed class if available at another session. 
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New and Renewing Members December 15, 2008,  through February 15, 2009 

 

Membership in YCAC brings you the direct mailings announcing exhibit openings, 6 issues of 
Perspectives, reduced fees for workshops, the first opportunity to sign up for popular classes, 
and the satisfaction of supporting YCAC’s community contributions, which include programs for 
children through senior citizens.  YCAC has more than 550 members!  Thank you all. 

Michelangelo $5000 

Benefactor $500 
Patron $250  
 

Sponsor $150   
Dr. & Mrs. William Darrow 
 

Business $100 or more 
Finton’s Landing,  
 Doug & Arianne Tepper 
 

Donor $100  

 

Associate $50  
Gail Eyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Komer 
Donn F. Vickers 
 

Individual/Family  $35 
The Huggler-Wyant Family 
Drs. Joseph & Diane Burke 
* Rene Carillo 
Terri Lee Coleman 
* Becky Congdon 
Ralph & Martha Harris 
Susan Heggstad 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Bruce LeClaire 
Beverly Severn & Don Lovejoy 
Gwendolyn McCausland 
Joanne Searle 
Dennis Karalow & Melanie Steinberg 
Ed Steinhilper 
*Nancy Wagner 

 
 

Senior 
Monique Baran 
Rosanna Bates 
Mrs. Christi Cahill 
Nancy Gillette 
Margaret Kirch 
Bev Lyon 
Molly Pearse 
Hildegard Schoeller 
Mary E. Sherman 
∗ New members 

Linda Kemp, Internationally recognized artist/author of the best 
selling book Watercolor Painting Outside the Lines-A Positive 
Approach to Negative Painting, will teach :  
 

NEGATIVE PAINTING WORKSHOP  

Monday & Tuesday, July 13 & 14, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm. 
Cost: $125 YCAC Members / $160 Non-Members 

 
In this workshop, Linda will explain and demonstrate how to see 
and understand negative shapes. You will learn how to build a 
painting with simple repeated shapes and multiple layers of water-
color glazes. This workshop is personally tailored to suit all levels of 
experience.  

"WATERCOLOR SIMPLIFIED"   

by Pat Weaver 
a fresh approach to painting better and faster with confidence 

 
Pat Weaver will conduct a week-long workshop titled “Watercolor 
Simplified” at the Yates County Arts Center, September 21-25 from 
9:00-4:00. Mark your calendars! 
 
 

Artists, save these dates for nationally  
acclaimed teachers here at YCAC! 



 

YATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

 

President Gene Parsons 315-789-4563  Vice President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 
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Red Jacket Writers’ Group 

We welcome writers.  Want to join us?   
We meet the third Monday of each month from 7-9 PM at The Gallery.  Dues are $1 per month for 
those attending.  We share our joys and woes, successes and rejections, and read from our current 
writing projects.  Most of all, we encourage each other to keep writing! 

          
Can’t think of a subject?  Try the word of the month.  Want to 
change the bent of your composition?  Insert  “Major” or “Minor” 
before the noun.   March:Malestromy 
     April: Blessing 

For more information: 
Barbara Wohlschlegel 585-526-5787 

Or Alice Moriarity 585-526-6569 

PLEIN AIR PAINTING DAYS 
Plein Air Artists, please Mark Your Calendars with the following dates: 

 
 Mondays: 
 
 May 11 
 June 8 
 July 20 
 August 10 
 September 14 
 October 12 

 
 

 
Please let me know if you would like to help make the arrangements for the 
locations of one of the above Plein Air Painting Days. Thank you. 
-Fran (607-227-2475) 

 The Yates County Photography Club will  meet at 7:00 P.M., March 19th at the Gallery,  
119 East Elm Street, Penn Yan.   The program will be a presentation of “Photographs I 
Am Proud Of” by club members and any one else attending.  These can be film or 
digital, prints, snapshots or slides.   Anyone interested is welcome to attend. 
 The April meeting will be decided at the March meeting. 



Contact President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 
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Mary Rickman Scholarship 
Annual Scholarships are awarded to talented area high school seniors enrolled as  

college art majors and/or to local college students majoring in the arts. 
* * * 

Contributions to this major scholarship are always welcome.  
Please send this coupon with your contribution to  

Yates County Arts Center, 119 E. Elm Street, Penn Yan, NY 14527 
 

Donor:_____________________  Amount:________________ In Honor/Memory of: ___________________ 

Guests and new members are always welcome.  PYAG exists to encourage all artistic endeavors.  If you wish to join, 
please bring 3 examples of your work to a meeting for the group to admire.   

Dues are Active Member $15 (one time initiation fee $3) ,  Associate Member  (not displaying art) $10. 
Send 2006-2007 PYAG dues to Sally Thomas, 3598 Sid White Rd.,  Keuka Park, NY 14478.   

Spring Meetings on Saturdays 
 
 The PYAG is scheduling meetings at 1PM on two Saturday afternoons, March 
21st and April 18th. We will meet in the studio space above the YCAC Gallery, 119 E 
Elm Street in Penn Yan.  
 Barbara Doyle will present a pastel demonstration at the March meeting.  
 Members are invited to bring their own supplies and work on their own projects 
at the April 18th meeting.  Paintings produced during winter workshops can be shared 
and discussed.  Works-in-progress can be offered for suggestions. 

Recent Contributions to the Rickman Scholarship Fund 
 

Thank you to Rodney Rickman for his recent contribution of 
$2000 to the scholarship fund named in honor of his mother.  His 
donation will be matched by the Johnson & Johnson Company. 
 
A contribution to the fund was also received from Dave and Fran 
Bliek in memory of Carol Haines. 



 

Hunt Country Vineyards 
Branchport 

 
Proud Sponsor of  

Finger Lakes  
Chamber Music Festival 
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STORK  INSURANCESTORK  INSURANCESTORK  INSURANCESTORK  INSURANCE    

136 Main St., Penn Yan NY     

315-536-2363 

Www.storkinsurance.com 

          Tues-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-3 
          315-536-8226 

          E-mail: ArtsCenter@YCAC.org 
On the web: www.YCAC.org 

 
Yates County Arts Center 
119 East Elm Street 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

The Loomis Barn  
& Country Shops 

4942 Loomis Rd, Rushville 
Www.loomisbarn.com 

“Make it a day in the country.” 

Morgan’s Grocery 

100 Hamilton St. 

Penn Yan 

...the place for meat! 

YCAC ‘s 
programs are 
supported in 
part with pub-
lic funds from 
the New York 
State Council 
on the Arts . 

Schirmer David C DDS 

6 Stoll Street  

Dundee, NY 14837 

Our practice is working together to realize a shared 

vision of uncompromising excellence in dentistry. 


