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Welcome New Board Members, Officers  
 
Live music, art show, delicious food, and good company!  YCAC’s two-
year tradition  of treating members to this fine evening for our Annual 
Meeting continued October 8th at Sarrasin’s Restaurant. 
 
Closing out the fiscal year, over 40 members had a wonderful meal and 
were delightfully entertained by Lori Jane and the Cowboys .  During the 
social hour, a retrospective of Florence Middlebrook ’s paintings was on 
display.  (See page 5.)   
 
Executive Director, Fran Bliek presented a capsule history of YCAC with 
a PowerPoint presentation and President Ginny Deneka spoke of the 
rapid growth of the center over the last few years.  
 
Highlight of the meeting was announcement of  the Volunteer of the Year 
award to Michael Monahan .   (See page 4.) 
 
Two new members were elected to the board of Directors: Janis Long 
and Susan Hyser .  
 

Janis and her husband Byron have a cottage on East Lake Road 
in Barrington. Janis has business and board experience in the Girl 
Scouts, YWCA and her own jewelry making business. She exhib-
its her work at the Gallery and at Lisa Saether’s Wearable Art 
clothing shop on The Bluff. 
 
Susan and her husband, Marc, have owned and operated Merritt 
Hill B&B for the last fourteen years.  Susan manages a unique gift 
shop on the premises. She is a person who devotes time to her 
business, family and charitable causes in our community. 

 
The new slate of officers for the ’09-’10 year was elected: 

Sandy Murrin , President;  
Daniel Crozet , Vice-President;  

Bill Bailey , Treasurer;  
Nancy Langford ; Secretary.  

We believe this team of dedicated officers will help guide us through an-
other year of growth and achievement. We also appreciate the work of all 
our volunteers and board members who give many hours of service to 
YCAC. Thank you very much. 

Lori Jane Knapp with          
Volunteer of theYear          

Michael Monahan 

The 2009 Volunteer of the 
Year Award was announced 
by the Board of Directors,  
selecting Michael Monahan 
because of his faithful dedica-
tion to Yates County Arts Cen-
ter. Michael helps out in count-
less ways some of which in-
clude representing YCAC at 
the Gallery on Friday mornings 
and serving customers in the 
Gallery Store, tending to the 
plants in front of our storefront, 
and assisting the Facilities and 
Exhibit Committees by making 
necessary adjustments to the 
Gallery lighting with each new 
exhibit. Michael was unable 
to attend the Annual Meeting 
on October 8 so the Board 
surprised him with a special 
presentation Friday morning . 
Lori Jane and the Cowboys  
stopped by with a couple of 
numbers including “Happy 
Birthday” to Michael. It was a 
fun way to say “Thank You” to 
this most deserving recipient of 
this Award.  

YATES COUNTY ARTS CENTER 
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Board Members: 
 
 

Class of 2010 
Mary Harmony 

Elisabeth Haynes 
Joyce Hunt 

Nancy Langford 
Sandy Murrin 
Jean Welch 

 
Class of 2011 
Sam Castner 
Ginny Deneka 

Hioward LeVant 
Bill Bailey 

 
Class of 2012 
Joan Belles 
Carol Conti 

Daniel Crozet 
Susan Hyser 
Janis Long 

Kent Salisbury 
 

Executive Director 
Fran Bliek 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Bonnie Barney 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of YCAC is  
to enrich the quality of life 
of Finger Lakes residents, 
artists, and visitors by 
providing opportunities for 
active participation in the 
arts. 

 
To this end, we plan,  

promote, and develop art 
programs and projects; 

coordinate, schedule, and 
publicize events; develop 

and maintain physical  
facilities. 

 
Programs of YCAC are 
mainly supported by an 
annual grant from the 
Yates County Legislature, 
from commissions col-
lected on Gallery sales, 
and by memberships 

 
YCAC ‘s programs are 
supported in part with 

public 
funds 
from the 
New York 
State  
Council on 
the Arts . 

 

Fran’s Forum 
 

Instead of my usual article, I thought I would share with you 
portions of a letter I received from Senator Charles E. 
Schumer. I do this to inform you about legislation that has 
been passed from which we have benefited and to also inform 
you regarding proposed legislation. As a result of passed leg-
islation, YCAC has been awarded a grant from NYSCA of $15,000 to support 
YCAC's Workshops ($10,000) and Promotional Efforts ($5,000). We await fur-
ther funding for Administration Support.  
Senator Schumer wrote as follows:  
 

"Thank you for your letter supporting funding for the arts within the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. I agree with you that the arts 
must be protected, especially during a time when job creation is a top priority. 
Across the country, the arts industry is responsible for employing millions of 
people, and such a large employee base must be protected during our current 
economic crisis. 
 

" The arts are critically important to New York's economy and status as a cul-
tural beacon, drawing in both tourists and residents, alike. Making up a vibrant 
network of small businesses, the arts employ thousands of NY writers, actors, 
dancers, painters, directors, and producers. They will play a vital role in the eco-
nomic resurgence of this country....As a current economic engine, the art indus-
try generates $166.3 bullion in economic activity annually, and returns $29.6 bil-
lion to the government through federal, state and local taxes… 
 

"...I worked hard to ensure that the final recovery legislation include $50 million 
for the NEA to preserve and create jobs in the arts. The supplemental 
money...is distributed through two different programs. State art agencies 
(NYSCA) and regional arts organizations will receive 40% of the ARRA funds to 
distribute through competitive grants… 
 

"To further support the arts, I have also introduced several pieces of tax legis-
lation to promote the economic sustainability of the arts community. To begin, I 
am the lead sponsor of...the Art and Collectibles Capital Gains Tax Treatment 
Parity Act, which seeks to provide the same capital gains treatment for art and 
collectibles as for other investment property. The legislation would also allow 
the creator of a literary, musical, artistic, or scholarly property a fair market 
value tax deduction for the donation of the work..." 
 
YCAC is thankful for the support of Senator Schumer, our NYS Legislators, and 
NYSCA. Support for the Arts enables YCAC continue to grow and provide the 
Finger Lakes region with a place for artists and lovers of art to appreciate and 
actively participate in the arts. 
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Next Exhibit Titled “Celebration 2009” 
A Sunday Afternoon Opening Reception Nov. 15, 1-3 PM 

Three Fabulous Featured Artists 
 
Celebration 2009, our holiday exhibit, will open with a Sunday afternoon reception on Novem-
ber 15th from 1 til 3 PM. at our Gallery, with wine courtesy of Heron Hill Winery . Featured art-
ists for this exhibit are: David Majchryak, Raphaela McCormack, and Roberta Kappel.  

 
David’s exciting abstract paintings use a variety of materials 
mixed with acrylics (some are a secret) to achieve the de-
sired effect. He has refined three themes in his paintings that 
have particularly successful – “woodland” – “ocean” – and 
“earth”.  
 
Raphaela’s statement describing her art is: “Vessels are my 
major form. I am compelled by the meaning I observe in the 
relationships of the world. The vessel provides an ideal vehi-
cle to explore these rela-
tionships, particularly be-
tween the inner and outer 
worlds. This choice allows 
me to embark on a jour-
ney with each idea. For 
me this is a dance be-

tween creator and created. When the vessel transcends 
the initial idea, my journey is complete and the vessel is 
read to continue it’s journey beyond me.”  
 
Roberta is a graduate of the School of the Art Institute of 

Chicago where she also taught 
and lectured. Roberta is a fine art-
ist in the European tradition and 
an on going exhibitor at the Smith-
sonian Institute in Washington, 
DC and the Art Institute of Chicago’s traveling exhibition. The wine 
for this reception is donated by Heron Hill Winery located on Keuka 
Lake with a tasting room on the West Side of Seneca Lake. 
 

Opening Reception 
Sunday, November 15, 1-3 PM 

Wine from Heron Hill Winery 
 

Please Come! 
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Day Trippers 

 
On Thursday, October 15 nineteen YCAC Members boarded a K-Ventures Bus for a Day Trip 
and headed for the Everson Museum in Syracuse to experience masterpieces from the Davies 
Collection of the National Museum Wales. Turner to Cezanne provides fresh insight into the 
influential period between the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Some rarely seen 
paintings by Cezanne, Turner, Daumier, Manet, Millet, Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, and van Gogh 
thrilled the group. The collection is renowned for its remarkable breadth and quality. 

We Remember Florence Middlebrook 

 

 Florence Middlebrook (1917-2004) was remembered 
at the Annual Meeting held on October 8th. We are grateful 
to Paul and Nancy Middlebrook for the loan of fifteen paint-
ings by Florence for a retrospective exhibition during the 
reception prior to the dinner meeting. Her oil paintings de-
pict many scenes in the Finger Lakes and many reflect her 
love of the rural Penn Yan farm area where she was raised. 
We are fortunate to have five paintings remain at the Art 

Center on exhibition with the Penn Yan Art Guild Show that runs through November 7. If you haven't 
seen the show, stop by soon and view the work of our local PYAG artists along with those of Florence Mid-
dlebrook. 
 Florence Middlebrook was one of the founders of the Penn Yan Art Guild, held offices in the or-
ganization, was an exhibiting artist at Yates County Arts Council, and an active participant in the many art 
shows throughout the area during the second half of the twentieth century. She created an album of her 
work along with interesting articles that is available for viewing at the Arts Center. Also for your viewing 
pleasure are Penn Yan Art Guild albums from the 60's through the 90's that many will find quite interest-
ing in their historical significance. 



The Yates County Photography Club will  meet at 7:00 P.M., November 19 at the Gallery.  The 
program will be a display of fall color  and flower color photographs by club members and any-
one else interested in bringing their work in. Slides, prints and snapshots are all needed, film or digital.   
 

They  will meet at 7:00 P.M. December 17 at the Gallery.  The program will be a photo shoot of Christmas 
decorations in the Gallery or in downtown Penn Yan, whichever you prefer.  Bring your camera, tripod and 
any other accessories you may want.  We will have some holiday snacks at the close of the meeting. 
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Please contact YCAC’s Workshop Coordinator, Fran Bl iek (607-227-2475), to register, 
or if you have any questions.  Class size is limite d; please register early to avoid 
closed classes. Full class fee is required at  regi stration . Absolutely NO partial class 
fees.   Students may make up missed class if availa ble at another session.  

 
YCAC WORKSHOPS 

 
ADULTS / YOUTH (12 & up with adult)  

Stampling Fun for All  
Instructor: Kathy Wheat  
Dates: Mondays November 16 & December 14  
Time: 5:00-7:00 pm  
Cost: Adults-$5 + $5 materials fee; Youth-$5  
Creative stamping techniques. Exciting and new projects to create cards each week. Join in on 
the fun! 

YOUTH 
Autumn Adventure in Art  (ages 8 & up) 
Instructor: Robin Secrest  
Dates: Tuesdays November 24-December 15  
Time: 3:30-5:30pm  
A multi-media workshop in which each week students will explore a different media and project 
working with paints, pencils, pastels, etc. 
 

Workshops already in session include:  
Youth:  
Paper Art: Tuesdays October 27-November 17  
Adult:  
Pastel Painting: Saturdays October 24-November 21 &  December 5 
Drawing II: Tuesdays October 27-December 15 
 
For further information and to register for workshops, please call the Arts Center at 315-536-8226.  

YATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB    

 

President Gene Parsons 315-789-4563  Vice President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 
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     Can’t think of a subject?  Try the word of the month.   

November 16– Stone Castle, Spice Islands 
December 21– Quicksilver, Silver Anniversary 

 
For more information: Barbara Wohlschlegel 585-526-
5787 Or Alice Moriarity 585-526-6569 

We welcome writers every month except July 
and August. We meet the third Monday of each 
month from 7-9 PM at The Gallery.  Dues are 
$1 per month for those attending.  We share 
our joys and woes, successes and rejections, 
and read from our current writing projects.  
Most of all, we encourage each other to keep 
writing! 

Red Jacket Writers’ Group 

 Editor’s note: we apologize for the omission of last month’s author and photographer from the pub-
lished poem: “Sunrise, Sunset” was written by Mary Harmony, and the photo was by Daniel Crozet. 
 The following is a sample of writing based on the month’s suggestion.  This was for September’s 
“Scraps of Paper”.  It is by Barbara Wohlschlegel. 

Scraps of Paper 
 

After our great-aunt was moved to a nursing home, my sister and I spent a week cleaning out her clut-
tered apartment.  Aunt Margie’s fiancé, Mike, had been killed in the service and she had never married, but she 
had been a busy, loving, cheerful woman.  Now a stroke and slowing mental capacity had confined her to a 
wheelchair.  She seldom ever spoke. 
 The cleanup was a bit of a challenge, as Beth is a tosser and I’m a keeper.  “What’s in the shoebox?” I 
asked, as she tossed it on the junk pile. 
 “Just old paid bills and scraps of paper,” she said. 
 Nevertheless, I retrieved it and stuck it in the bag of stuff I was taking home. 
 Sunday afternoon when Tom settled down in the recliner to watch a football game, I sat on the sofa and 
opened the shoebox.  As Beth had said, there were old bills, advertisements, and solicitation letters, but all were 
one-sided.  On the blank sides were poems in Aunt Margie’s fine script.  We had never had an inkling that she 
was a poet; it must have been her secret aspiration. 
 “Tom, listen to this.  It’s a poem Aunt Margie wrote.” 
 

    HOW DID THEY KNOW? 
   Who sent the flowers that arrived at my door 
   By the quicksilver youth with wings on his heels? 
   The address was mine, but the card only read: 
   Thinking of you---I know how it feels. 
 

   How did they know that today I was blue? 
   Did God speak a word into somebody’s ear? 
   I’d had no crisis, told no one my pain. 
   Yet someone sent flowers, a bouquet of cheer. 
 

 “That’s good poetry,” I told him.  “I wonder if it was an anniversary of Mike’s death.”  Tom answered with 
a grunt, his attention on the game.   
 But perhaps there was another romance after Mike, I mused, reading the next poem: 
 

    SUMMER ROMANCE 
   Summer romances 
   May fade with the flowers. 
   Kisses by moonlight 
   May melt in twelve hours. 
   June comes with laughter, 
   September with sighing. 
   Wet stones lose their luster 
   And dull with the drying.”   Continued on the next page ——> 
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 I kept reading and flipping pages, but didn’t interrupt Tom’s game again.  He wasn’t much on poetry 
anyway.  There were poems about Nature, family gatherings, relationships, religion.  Some were only one or two 
stanzas: 
    THE MUSIC BOX 
   The Southern wind un winds 
   The tightly coiled Spring 
   Turning round the Sun 
   That makes the Robin sing. 
 

    THERE IS NO DESERT 
   There is no desert 
    So empty it holds no beauty, 
    So barren it genders no life, 
    So silent it voices no song; 
   For in the wilderness 
    Grows patience, experience, hope--- 
   Till God pours down 
    The long-awaited rain 
   To satisfy the desolate. 
 

 Almost at the bottom of the box, I paused in amazement and read: 
 

    SCRAPS OF PAPER 
   Scraps of paper, clean and white 
   Waiting for the words I wrote 
    Words of time and words of space 
    Words of wisdom, words of grace 
   Words of pictures, words of story 
   Words of music, words of glory. 
    Words of fields and words of flowers 
    Words of fun or lonely hours 
   Words of laughter, words of tears 

Words of hope and words of fears 
    Words of work and words of play 
    Words of yore and of today 
   Scraps of paper, clean and white 
   Waiting for the words I write. 
 

 That’s it, I thought; this will be my winter project.  I’m going to type up all these poems and have a book-
let published.  “Scraps of Paper” will be the title poem. 
 

 A few months later, on my weekly visit to Aunt Margie, I handed her a booklet: 
 

SCRAPS OF PAPER 
A Shoebox Full of Poems 

By Marjorie Anthony 
Arranged by her niece Belinda Karman 

 

 Aunt Margie stared at the book.  “That’s ME!” she said, pointed to her name and then to herself.  “I’m 
Marjorie Anthony and I wrote poems.” 
 “You certainly did, Aunt Margie, beautiful poems.  I found them in a shoebox and had this book printed 
for you.”  I leaned forward, and opening the first page, read the title poem.  “These are the very words you 
wrote,” I said, and slowly turned the pages.  To my amazement, she began reading the poems aloud.  When an 
aide came into the room, Aunt Margie proudly held up the book and again pointed to her name on the cover. 
 “I brought some other copies,” I told her, “so you can give them to your friends.” 
 During her last two years, even though her mind and speech declined, Aunt Margie would point to her 
name, then to herself.  She gave away so many books that I had to order a second printing. 
 As Aunt Margie lay in her coffin, I folded her hands  over the book, making sure the author’s name was 
visible.  Though she never married, bore children, or accumulated a large estate, she left a legacy of beautifully 
chosen words on scraps of paper.     © B. Wohlschlegel 9/03/09 



Donations to the Mary Rickman 

scholarship fund are accepted 

year ’round at YCAC. 
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Contact President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 

New and Renewing YCAC Members August 15—October 15, 2009 
will be listed in the next Perspectives.   

We thank you for your continuing support of the Arts in Yates County. 

  The PYAG exhibit was well done.  Thanks to all those who helped.  Please pick up your art 
at the Gallery November 9th.   
 

    The November 18th meeting will be at 7:30 at the YCAC Gallery at 119 E  
Elm Street.  An art video will be chosen to view. 
 

   There is no December meeting.  Happy holidays and make wonderful art! 

 

Artists: 
Change-over day at The Gallery 

Monday, November 9 
 

Please pick up Art Guild Show items and 
deliver new pieces for the Celebration 

2009 Exhibit. 

Yates County Arts Center Awards 2009 Community Arts  Grants  

 

Yates County Arts Center received a great response with eight candidates for our Community Arts 
Grants that are funded through the proceeds of the Attic Art Sale annually held the first weekend in 
August. This year $800 dollars was earned during the sale thus allowing four (4) $200 grants to be 
awarded. 

YCAC’s 2009 Community Arts Grants are awarded to: 

Penn Yan Elementary School will receive one of the $200 grants as part of a Community Awareness 
Project. Art Teacher, Lynn Hazlett-Beach will purchase eco-friendly ‘green bags’ for students to deco-
rate and sell to raise money for a student selected community organization. 

Penn Yan Middle School  will receive $200 grant to fund two visiting artists to share their life story 
and artwork with the students in Faith Benedict’s classes. The Middle School Visiting Artists program 
will expose the students to working artists and help them consider art as a possible career path. 
Penn Yan Public Library  will use the $200 to provide performers for their Summer Reading Program.  
Safe Harbors of the Finger Lakes, Inc.,  a Rape and Abuse Crisis Service, will receive a $200 grant 
for a support group project facilitated by a professional artist. A variety of art media will be furnished to 
enable participants to work through their personal journeys.  

 

YCAC would like to thank all applicants for their interest and hope they will apply again next year.  
And thanks to supporters of the Attic Art Sale which funds these grants. 



Open Tues-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-3 
          315-536-8226 

  E-mail: ArtsCenter@YCAC.org 
 
 
 

Yates County Arts Center 
119 East Elm Street 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

David C Schirmer DDS 

6 Stoll Street   Dundee, NY  
Our practice is working together to realize a shared vision 

of uncompromising excellence in dentistry. 

Main Street          
Family Health  

Wayne Strouse MD 

Water Street Pharmacy 
14 Water St., Dundee 

607-243-8114 
Professional Healthcare~ 
Hometown Hospitality,  
Newsstand and Gift Shop.  

Morgan’s Grocery 

100 Hamilton St. 

Penn Yan 

...the place for meat! 

The Loomis Barn  
& Country Shops 

4942 Loomis Rd, Rushville 
Www.loomisbarn.com 

“Make it a day in the country.” 

  
Rooster Hill Vineyards 
Route 54 
Penn Yan 
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Hunt Country Vineyards 
Branchport 

 
Proud Sponsor of  

Finger Lakes  
Chamber Music Festival 


