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Norma Pealer Volunteer of the Year Award 
 

Friends and family recently celebrated the life of 
Norma Pealer and mourned the loss of this lovely 
woman who gave so much of herself.  We knew 
her as artist (patiently making miniature fine 
crafted furniture, painting tiny scenes, writing 
memoirs), as a Gallery docent every Saturday, 
and as a friend.  Norma gave away home-made 
stuffed grape leaves to many of us every spring.  
Her pickles had to be made in season. She al-
ways worked hard and laughed easily even when 
there were bumps in the road.  The story is told 
that to make ends meet, when she was a young 
mother, she caught Seneca Lake trout and sold 
them out of a baby buggy to Geneva restaurants!   
 
Norma, quite by accident, came to the helm of YCAC.  Her interest in art moved 
her to join the Penn Yan Art Guild, to associate with local artists.  When, during a 
very difficult time for YCAC in the mid to late 90's, someone asked her if she 
would direct the organization, she thought she was accepting for the Art Guild.  
Norma took on the leadership role for YCAC and kept the arts alive in Penn Yan,  
running a one-woman ship during a turbulent time.  
 
We owe Norma much gratitude for all she has done to keep Yates County Arts 
Center a vital part of the community. Norma was part of the revitalization of the 
organization and continued to volunteer with YCAC to the end. In fact, she had 
her good friend Helen Stewart call in the Friday before she passed away to let us 
know she was being admitted to the hospital and wouldn't be able to be a docent 
on Saturday morning.  
 
Yates County Arts Center will honor her memory in a way that acknowledges her 
service to our organization. What better way to remember Norma than to name 
the Volunteer of the Year Award in her memory. She was the ultimate YCAC vol-
unteer: a member of the board, Board President, Gallery Manager, bookkeeper, 
Volunteer Coordinator, docent.  
 
Norma was the most self-less person always giving to family, friends, her com-
munity, and her church ministries.  We will miss Norma's smile and sparkling blue 
eyes, but she will always be with us and remembered at the YCAC Annual Meet-
ing when we award the Norma Pealer Volunteer of the Year Award. Contributions 
and memorials may be made at any time to this award. 

• Fran Bliek, Executive Director 
• Bonnie Barney, Editor 

Dates to Note: 
 
 

-Jan.1-30 Gallery Closed 
 

-Jan. 25, 10-3, All YCAC 
Artists drop off works for 

“Winter Blast”  
 

-Jan. 26– Hanging the 
Show 

 
-Jan. 31, 1-3PM,  

Opening Reception 
 

-Feb. 1 Dick Kane Work-
shop begins 

 
-Feb. 2  Robin Secrest’s 

youth drawing begins 
 

-Feb.2 Robin Secrest’s 
adult basic drawing  

begins 
 

-Feb. 13, 1-3PM, 
“Metamorphosis”  

Reception 
 

-Feb. 14, noon, Music at 
the Castle Valentines 

Brunch Concert 
 

-Mar. 15– Artists change-
over day, picking up and 

dropping off art 
 

-Mar. 23 Robin Secrest’s 
youth “Anything But Flat” 

begins  
 

-Mar. 23 Robin Secrest’s 
adult portrait oil painting 

begins 
 
 

YATES COUNTY ARTS CENTER 
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Board Members: 
 
 

Class of 2010 
Mary Harmony 

Elisabeth Haynes 
Joyce Hunt 

Nancy Langford 
Sandy Murrin 
Jean Welch 

 
Class of 2011 
Sam Castner 
Ginny Deneka 

Hioward LeVant 
Bill Bailey 

 
Class of 2012 
Joan Belles 
Carol Conti 

Daniel Crozet 
Susan Hyser 
Janis Long 

Kent Salisbury 
 

Executive Director 
Fran Bliek 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Bonnie Barney 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of YCAC is  
to enrich the quality of life 
of Finger Lakes residents, 
artists, and visitors by 
providing opportunities for 
active participation in the 
arts. 

 
To this end, we plan,  

promote, and develop art 
programs and projects; 

coordinate, schedule, and 
publicize events; develop 

and maintain physical  
facilities. 

 
Programs of YCAC are 
mainly supported by an 
annual grant from the 

Yates County Legislature, 
from commissions col-
lected on Gallery sales, 
and by memberships 

 

YCAC ‘s programs are 

supported in part with 

public 

funds 

from the 

New York 

State  

Council on 

the Arts . 

Message from the President 
 

Happy New Year and welcome to the New Year, 2010.  This year facing all 
of us at the Yates County Arts Center reminds me that art is how we learn 
to develop awareness of what is new in all things.  As a foundation for prac-
ticing imagination the arts are a critical ingredient to personal development, 
innovation and forward thinking. For 2010 these ingredients seem to portray 
the essence of our purpose.  The arts show us that we can dramatically 
contribute to a community while we discover what we are able to create and what we do 
best.  It does not have to be a classic painting, the perfect performance or the definitive pho-
tograph, it does have to be an exposure to all things beautiful, an intention to create and the 
opportunity to give something of ourselves that benefits others.   
 
The arts challenge, inspire and change people.  When we believe in our ability to create we 
see it is possible to challenge, inspire and change our community.  It is for this reason that 
the arts are essential to our development as a community and the ensuing social advance-
ments that come from supporting the arts.  In 2010 take time to recognize the value of the 
art’s role in our community and visit us at the Yates Gallery. 

Sandy Murrin, YCAC Board of Directors President  

Fran's Forum: 
 
Yates County Arts Center was able to weather the financial storms of the 
country and in particular New York State during 2009. Through financial 
adjustments and increasing the minimum number of students we were 
able to provide most of our scheduled workshops and programs. 
 
There is still reason to worry about the upcoming funding year with the 
fiscal state of NY State. New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) 
reviewed and approved YCAC's grant application for Administrative Support the end of Octo-
ber but the outcome is unknown at this time because of NYS financial woes. The 2011 NY-
SCA grant application process begins soon and the winter months will find me working hard 
on grant writing.  
 
I will also be getting familiar with a new national and state initiative that will provide worth-
while tools for the YCAC organization and help expand our grant funding resources. NYSCA 
will require arts organization to participate in this project in order to receive funding. The 
New York State Cultural Data Project (New York Stat e CDP) is a powerful on-line man-
agement tool designed to strengthen arts and cultural organizations. Arts and cultural organi-
zations enter financial, programmatic and operational data into a standardized on-line form 
and can then use the CDP to produce a variety of reports designed to help increase man-
agement capacity, identify strengths and challenges and inform decision-making. Organiza-
tions can also generate reports to be included as part of the application processes to partici-
pating grant-makers. 
 
This emerging national standard enables participating organizations to track trends and 
benchmark their progress through powerful reporting tools, empowers researchers and ad-
vocates with information to make the case for arts and culture, and equips funders with data 
to plan and evaluate grant-making activities more effectively. 
Yates County Arts Center will continuously seek to improve all aspects of our non-profit arts 
and cultural business. 
 
This year will be another year of growth and learning. Come learn and grow with us. Volun-
teers are always welcomed and needed in a wide variety of activities. 

- Fran Bliek, Executive Director 
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Finger Lakes Chamber Music Festival  2010 Season Benefit  

 

Music at the Castle: A Music at the Castle: A Music at the Castle: A Music at the Castle: A Valentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’s        

Sunday Brunch and ConcertSunday Brunch and ConcertSunday Brunch and ConcertSunday Brunch and Concert    

Sunday, February 14, 2010 
Belhurst, Route 14 South, Geneva 

 

12 Noon brunch: Mimosas, Western Eggs, Canadian Bacon, Crème Bruleé French Toast,  

Lox with Bagels and Cream Cheese, Cold Water Haddock with Havarti Cheese Sauce,  
Tenderloin, Latkes with Apple Sauce and Sour Cream, String Beans, Tossed Salad, Rolls and Butter 

(Cash bar available) 

1:30 Concert of Romantic Favorites from Classics, Pops, and Movies 
by a String Quartet From the Manhattan Chamber Orchestra 

2:30 Sweets-  Chocolate Pudding Cake, Petite fours, Fruit Tart, Chocolate Covered Strawberries 
 

Tickets are $50 each available on line: www.FingerLakes-Music.org 
Or by mail: FLCMF, Box 605, Penn Yan 14527 

“Winter Blast” 
Gallery Opening Sunday, January 31, 1:00-3:00 PM 

 
Watercolors by Bill Mowson, Ithaca 

Www.FingerLakeFootprints.com 
Purses by Susan Loughnane, Penn Yan 

Scarves by Sandy Cirillo, Corning 
Www.Especially-for-Ewe.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
After the annual January closing for improvements, artists please bring in new works on Monday, Jan. 
25, 10 AM—3 PM.  Hanging this show will be intern Helene Nikiforakis, Sandy Murrin, and Willie Bi-
lancio; other volunteers are welcome.  Also in Feb a weeklong special additional show, called 
“Metamorphosis,”  by Safe Harbor will be held in middle of Gallery.  Bev Oben will work with Safe Har-
bor director, Melissa Nesbit to help the show to run smoothly.  It will be hung Feb 12 and run until 
February 22.   A public reception will be held on Sat. Feb 13, 1-3  PM.  
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Artist Judy Soprano Announces Artists Tour in England 
 

Artist/Instructor Judy Soprano will escort a wonderful 7 night 
painting holiday to the lovely English Lakes District. She will lead 
on location workshops in Ambleside, Grasmere, Yew Tree Farm, 
Ashness Bridge and Bowness-on-Windermere.  Each day Judy 
will take you to a favorite spot to sketch and paint, and then return 
each evening to your base in Bowness-on-Windermere. Along 
with workshops in fabulous locations there will be time for per-
sonal exploring and fun evenings to  
enjoy Cumberland fare in the cozy pubs and cafes. 
 Non-painting spouses or traveling companions are welcome and may take "walking tours" while the art-
ists are painting. There are local guides and cost is no more than the painters tour.  This tour is for one week 
and can accommodate plans to go to London or Scotland before or after the tour. You can fly into Manchester 
and take a train to Windermere, just 3 miles to the Inn in Bowness.  All this and more including locations of the 
paint-outs is explained in the “Travel Brochures” that will be available at the Yates County Arts Center with de-
tailed information including a toll free phone number.   
 

Location: Bowness-on-Windermere in the Lake District of Great Britain  
Dates: May 15 - 21, 2010  

Cost: $1989.00 includes all transportation during that week, Inn accommodations [all private bathrooms]  
and all full breakfasts and the welcome dinner.  

 
For further information contact Judy Soprano at csoprano@rochester.rr.com  

or visit www.creativeartholidays.com. 

Italian Art Sojourn  
May 24, 2010 - June 3, 2010 
 

Study Art in Italy this Spring with Brian Keeler. The ten-day workshop is the fifth such art instruc-
tion in Italy by Keeler and will feature figure painting instruction from a model on several morn-
ings and landscape painting with work done plein aire in the beautiful Umbrian land each day. 
The workshop is focused on oil painting techniques (especially for the figure) and pastel or 
acrylic. The workshop is well suited for seasoned artists who wish to improve and gain new in-
sights or for those new to painting. A free brochure is available at YCAC. Artists stay at Ac-
quaviva Agritourismo near the medieval town of Todi and the food is beyond description. There 
are sometimes optional Italian language classes, cooking class, and some dance instruction as 
well, plus a swimming pool to enjoy and relax in on warm afternoons. There are also trips to visit 
great works of art in Uffizi Gallery in Florence, The Borghese in Rome ( among others) and visits 
to the little towns of Umbria add to this incredible educational excursion. Call today as space is 
limited. Non- artist may also attend at a discounted rate.  
 

For Further Info: Brian Keeler bkeeler@epix.net 570-746-1187 Www.briankeeler.com  



Please contact YCAC’s Workshop Coordinator, Fran Bl iek (607-227-2475), to register, 
or if you have any questions.  Class size is limite d; please register early to avoid 
closed classes. Full class fee is required at  regi stration . Absolutely NO partial class 
fees.   Students may make up missed class if availa ble at another session.  
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Creative Workshops Has New Location!  
 
Yates County Arts Center has a new location for their Creative Workshop Classes. Beginning Febru-
ary 1 YCAC workshops will be held at the Penn Yan Presbyterian Church at the corner of Main and 
Clinton Streets in the "Robert's Room". Use the SW door of the 
church and turn left at corridor. Robert's Room is immediately on the 
left.  
 

Creative Workshops - Winter Session 
 

YOUTH WORKSHOPS:  
Drawing with a Little Color Instructor: Robin Secrest  
Tuesdays: February 2-March 16, 3:30-5:00 (6 sessions) no class 
Feb. 16; Cost: $30 
Let your imagination soar! Explore the art of Drawing using a variety 
of techniques, materials, and media. Some of the projects will include an exploration of color using 
penscils, markers, pastels, color washes. 
 
Anything But Flat Instructor: Robin Secrest  
Tuesdays: March 23-April 13, 3:30-5:30 (4 sessions); Cost: $20 
Who needs flat when you can build 3-D? Students will design and construct 3-D objects coming off a 
flat surface, learn composition, and be inspired by extensions into space. 
 
ADULT WORKSHOPS:  
Painting (Any Medium) Instructor: Dick Kane  
Mondays: February 1-March 8, 9:00-12:30 (6 sessions); Cost: $115 Members / $150 NonMem 
This is a painting class for all levels. Artist-instructor Dick Kane will demonstrate at each class; one 
week in watercolor, the next in oil. Dick will assist participants in sharpening their painting skills while 
they paint in their favorite medium. Lessons will cover painting techniques and focus on personal ex-
pression.  
 
Basic Drawing Instructor: Robin Secrest  
Tuesdays: February 2-March16, 10:00-12:00 (6 sessions) no class Feb. 16; Cost: $70 Members / 
$100 Non-Members 
Enjoy drawing using different approaches that build skills and enhance drawing pleasure. Experiment 
with drawing tools and media. Open to all levels from beginners to advanced. 
 
Portrait Oil Painting  Instructor: Robin Secrest  
Tuesdays, March 23-May 4, 6:00-8:00 pm ( 6 sessions) no class April 20 
Cost: $110 Members / $150 Non-Members (includes model fee) 
Oil is a rich medium with which to capture depth, light and shadow. Learn to create beautiful portrait 
paintings with a live model as you study facial features, proportions and color.  



We welcome writers every month except July and August. We meet the third Monday of each month from 
7-9 PM at The Gallery.  Dues are $1 per month for those attending.  We share our joys and woes, suc-
cesses and rejections, and read from our current writing projects.  Most of all, we encourage each other to 
keep writing! 
 
     Can’t think of a subject?  Try the word of the month.   

January 18– Empty Cardboard Boxes, Tin Can Phones 
February 15– Silk Stockings, Corn Silk 

 
For more information: Barbara Wohlschlegel 585-526-5787 Or Alice Moriarity 585-526-

Red Jacket Writers’ Group 
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Contact CoPresidents Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 or Barb Doyle 585-554-6233 

YATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB    

 

President Gene Parsons 315-789-4563  Vice President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 
 

The Yates County Photography Club will meet at 7:00 P.M., January 21st at the Gallery, 
119 East Elm Street, Penn Yan.  The program will be a display and critique of any photo-
graphs you have taken with a holiday theme.  These can be film or digital.  We will also be 
looking for ideas for this years programs.  Anyone interested is welcome to attend. 
  
The program for February 18 will be decided at the January meeting. 

Saturday January 16—10 AM at Bonnie’s 
 

DVD and soup provided!  Bring your watercolor paints and we’ll watch Pat 
Weaver’s DVD on painting animals...roosters, cows, cats, dogs.  Bring your 
photos or we’ll provide our LIVE MODELS!  If you missed Pat’s workshop 

this fall, come and pick up some of her pointers 
for drawing, use of color, and “Watercolor Sim-
plified” (her book title). 
 

Bonnie Barney’s is at 341 West Lake Road, 
Penn Yan.  For further details, call her at 315-536-0483.   
 

Go to www.PatWeaver.net for inspiration.  Anyone interested in art is 
welcome at PYAG events.  We’re all learning! 
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New and Renewing YCAC Members August 15—December 15, 2009 
We thank you for your continuing support of the Arts in Yates County. 

Benefactor  $500 
 
Patron  $250 
Dan & Linda Carp 

Howard and Nancy LeVant 

 
Sponsor $150 
Susan & Norm Lindenmuth 

Barbara M. Pinckney 

Polly Smith 
 
Business  $100 or more 
Knapp & Schlappi Lumber Co. 

Mark & Deborah Malcolm 

Mindy & Nick Misnick 

Dr. David Schirmer, DDS 

Don & Corry Stork, Stork Insurance 

Wayne Strouse, MS, Main Street 

Family Health 
 
Associate $50 
Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Assoc. 

Bill Bailey 

Dr. John & Carol Condemi 

Ann Dunmore 

Gary & Suzanne Fenner 

Charity Henderson 

Dora & Paul Lange 

Sandra Murrin 

Dick & Peggy Rickman 

Diana & Donald Schneider 

Clif & Priscilla Smith 

Joanne & Richard Smith 

Hannelore Wolcott-Bailey 

Ginny & Tom Yost 

 

**Indicates new member(s) 

Individual/Family  $35 
**Helen Dunlap 

**Les Friske 

**Jane Irwin 

**Anne Lahr 

**Jacqueline Lorico 

**Elizabeth O'Reilly 

**John L. Strong 

**Emil Timilione 

**Barbara Rodgers 

Sheldon Berlyn & Diane Satterfield, 

Hawk Ridge Studios 

Pat Ames 

Noreen & Chris Bailey 

Roger & Linda Bailey 

David & Ronnie Baum 

Patrica Bizzaro 

Ellen Bradshaw 

Tom & Virginia Braun 

Bruce & Sandy Castner 

Deborah Clancy 

Fremont & Carole Clow 

Lyle Conrad 

Paul & Gay Coon 

Bob & Sharon Corcoran 

Ronny & Alan Frishman 

Pam Grabosky-Smith 

Ted & Rebecca Hall 

Helen Hansen 

Norm & Diane Hayes 

Michael J & Kim Healy 

Stephen & Susan Heller 

Peggy & Joe Hoff 

Frederick & Jane Hunt 

Lauretta Kirk 

Nancy Langford 

Phyllis Maciag 

Catherine & John McBride 

Jorgen and Lynn Overgaard 

Horace Perry 

Bob Ramin & Denise Deconcini  

Tom & Kathy Rood 
Janice & John Travis 

Christine Tunney 
 
Senior  $20 
**Pat Owen 

Laurie A. Adams 

Lois & Peter Agliata 

Jean & Gordon Bascom 

Betty Castner 

Jeannine Clark 

Steven & Barbara Coffman 

Amber Carol Coleman 

Mary Foster 

Anne. K. Griffith 

Jean Hubsch 

Doris Hunt 

Mary Jane & Paul Ingram 

Elsie Jensen 

Robert O. & Donabeth Jensen 

MaryKay Judd 

Jane Kaszczynec 

Ed Kiml 

Marion C. Louden 

Carl & Doris Lundy 

Barbara P. Merridew 

Eleanor M. Parker 

C. Edwina Reilly 

Robert Costigan & Sandra Ross 

Carol Scism 

Carol Seus 

June C. Snyder 

Irene Soper 

Dick & Peg Thompson 

Barbara Welles 

Marie Wilkins 
 
 

From Volunteer Coordinator, Joan Belles 
 
We had a very successful Starshine thanks to volunteers Fred Brockway, Skip & Ginny Denika, Willie 
& Terry Bilancio,  & Lois Agliata.  The Basket that was raffled off was won by Mercy Hastings of Se-
neca Street, Penn Yan.  We had many visitors to the Gallery and lots of warm mulled cider and cook-
ies.  Good time for all! 
 
I will be gone from the area during February and March and am desperate for docents in The Gallery.   
Please call me if you have time available : (607)243-8841. 



Open Tues-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-3 
          315-536-8226 

  E-mail: ArtsCenter@YCAC.org 
 
 
 

Yates County Arts Center 
119 East Elm Street 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

David C Schirmer DDS 

6 Stoll Street   Dundee, NY  
Our practice is working together to realize a shared vision 

of uncompromising excellence in dentistry. 

Main Street          
Family Health  

Wayne Strouse MD 

Water Street Pharmacy 
14 Water St., Dundee 

607-243-8114 
Professional Healthcare~ 
Hometown Hospitality,  
Newsstand and Gift Shop.  

Morgan’s Grocery 

100 Hamilton St. 

Penn Yan 

...the place for meat! 

The Loomis Barn  
& Country Shops 

4942 Loomis Rd, Rushville 
Www.loomisbarn.com 

“Make it a day in the country.” 

  
Rooster Hill Vineyards 
Route 54 
Penn Yan 
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Hunt Country Vineyards 
Branchport 

 
Proud Sponsor of  

Finger Lakes  
Chamber Music Festival 


