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The 2010 Holiday Exhibit at  YCAC is titled 
“INTERNAL WORKS ”  and will feature the art 
work of  former interns Charity Henderson and 
Helene  Nikiforakis.     Also included will be  
work submitted by our volunteers and docents in 
addition to our regular exhibiting artists.   
 
The opening reception will be Sunday, November 
15th from 1 til 3 PM.  Wine will be provided by 
Heron Hills tasting room, located on the west 
side of Seneca Lake.  This is a great exhibit and 
a wonderful opportunity to do your Christmas 
shopping  purchasing one of a kind, hand made 
gifts for your loved ones! 
 
Charity Henderson graduated from The State 
University of New York at Brockport in May of 
2010 with a BFA in Painting and a BS in Litera-
ture Analysis.  She has shown work at Rochester 
Contemporary Art Center and several SUNY 
Brockport venues, including her recent solo exhi-
bition, “Disconnect”. During the summer of  2009, 
she studied paint-
ing and art history 
at the Institut Ca-
tholique de Paris 
in France, and  
interned at YCAC. 
Exploring the sub-
ject of isolation, 
her artwork ques-
tions both the 
positive and 
negative aspects 
of solitude, par-
ticularly in a con-
temporary context. Currently, she resides in 
Brockport, NY, employed as the interim secretary 
of SUNY Brockport’s Art Department.  She con-
tinues to study painting part-time to build her 
body of work, and plans to pursue an MFA in 
Painting next fall.  

Originally from Swanzey, New Hampshire, Helene, a 
senior at Keuka College,  is studying the visual arts.  
When she first came to Keuka College, she was plan-
ning to go into business, and then took an art course, 
which led her down a different path; now Helene is 
planning on becoming a college art professor.  During 
her time at Keuka, she has discovered that drawing is 
her ultimate pas-
sion .  She  fo-
cuses on creating 
portraits because 
of her interest in 
the aspects of the 
human face.  
Helene’s future 
plans include at-
tending graduate 
school to earn a 
Masters in Fine 
Arts, and continu-
ing to build her portfolio.  She credits her professors, 
Dexter Benedict and Melissa Newcomb, for inspiring 
her to pursue her dream.   Helene  is grateful to her 
mother, who has been a constant support system and 
encouraged her every step of the way. 
 
Both Charity & Helene have  given much to YCAC  
and contributed greatly in the day to day operating of 
our gallery during their internships.    We wish them 
both much success in their quests for excellence in 
art! 
 
Pictured: Charity 
Henderson’s pencil 
drawing, Helene 
Nikiforakis’ painting 
“Crowd”, and little 
purses made of silk 
neckties by a 
YCAC volunteer, 
Joyce Herbert. 
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Board Members: 
 
 

 
Class of 2011 
Sam Castner 
Ginny Deneka 

Howard LeVant 
Bill Bailey 

 
Class of 2012 
Joan Belles 

Fred Brockway 
Dave Coon 

Daniel Crozet 
Janis Long 
Mary Mann 

Kent Salisbury 
 

Class of 2013 
Ann Dunmore 

Caryl Flickinger 
Dick Murphy 
Sandy Murrin 

Charlotte Wytias 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Bonnie Barney 

 
 

The mission of YCAC is  
to enrich the quality of life of 
Finger Lakes residents, art-
ists, and visitors by providing 
opportunities for active partici-
pation in the arts. 

 
To this end, we plan,  

promote, and develop art 
programs and projects; coor-
dinate, schedule, and publi-

cize events; develop and 
maintain physical  

facilities. 
 

Programs of YCAC are mainly 
supported by an annual grant 
from the Yates County Legis-

lature, from commissions 
collected on Gallery sales, 

and by memberships   

Executive Director 
Susan Harris 

A Letter from the new Executive 
Director 

To all our volunteers, board, 
members and artists of YCAC: 

 I hope all of your summers 
have been lovely.  Mine, so far, 
has been one of transition, as I am 
just completing an incredibly en-
gaging first few months in my new 
office.  Already, I am excited about 
the possibilities and the challenges 
that are before me. I am eager and 
ready to contribute to substantial 
and tangible progress, asking all of 
you for help and suggestions...In 
my career as an arts professional 
and administrator, I have seen 
many things in my 30 plus years 
that I know have prepared me for 
this opportunity to help the Center 
and its membership reach its full 
potential. I have pragmatically as-
sessed and begun to understand 
the great progress the Center has 
made over many years to be at 
this point in its organizational evo-
lution. It is fundamentally about 
"doing things together" that has 
placed the Center here at this time. 
We are moving forward with the 
acquisition of a new gallery and 
workshop space on Main Street 
and with the amazing Sunny Point 
art space on Keuka Lake. We will 
be all thinking about what might be 
in store for us with all of the 
changes presenting themselves. 
We are feeling the momentum of 
our potential as individuals and as 
a group invested together in the 
shared experience- building on the 
past and in anticipation of our fu-

ture. In everything and anything we do 
together from this point on, I must say 
that I have two minimal requirements. 
One is that any action must be justified 
by its contribution to raising our profile 
and our expectations of organizational 
quality. The other is harder to assess 
but is an equally imperative belief for us 
to sustain in order to continue to exist- 
What we do matters ... The work we do 
ourselves and together contributes to 
the well-being of our community both 
socially and economically, it prepares 
students for work and citizenship, it re-
veals and raises the spirit...and makes 
the world a better place. If our decisions 
and actions do not support these larger 
goals, we must reconsider them.  I must 
be blunt- I am not interested in sitting 
still- I am interested in getting things 
done. We will be discovering new ways 
of working, seeing and sharing in a dis-
course to achieve those larger goals 
and be more in concert. We are inevita-
bly reaching a point of departure from 
our established ways of working, which 
will be a good thing because we need to 
address a number of issues and chal-
lenges as we move forward. We will be 
"doing things together".  This is my invi-
tation to each of you to come by and 
chat, send me an email, or an anony-
mous letter, make proposals, put some 
ideas on the table. It doesn't have to be 
perfect- We will work together until we 
get it right. We are artists- We can al-
ways learn new things.... We can always 
try again. My door is open ( as a matter 
of fact- I don't have a door!). My best to 
you all-   
Susan Harris,  Executive Director Yates 
County Arts Center  

YCAC ‘s programs are 

supported in part with 

public funds from the 

New 

York 

State 

Council 

on the 

Arts. 

Artists:  Gallery Exhibits 
 

Pick up for Penn Yan Art Guild & 
Drop off for holiday show  

Mon., Nov. 15, 10AM-2PM 
 

Pick up from holiday show: December 30 
 

Gallery is closed during January 
 

Artists: join our on-line gallery at www.YCAC.org.   
Contact  Archivist@NancyLangford.com,  



Spotlight on Volunteer Bev Oben 

 

Our spotlight is on  Bev Oben, docent,  formerly the volunteer co-ordinator and two years ago honored as 
YCAC volunteer of the year.    She is a retired teacher having taught 1st and 2nd grade in the Rochester 
City School District for 33 years.  Bev and husband Bill have 3 children and 8 grandchildren.  When she 
retired to Keuka Lake in 1998, one of the first things she did was amble into the Gallery.  There she met a 
local artist and began taking painting lessons.  From then on she became more involved with the YCAC  
serving in  many different capacities including  Board Member, artist and volunteer.  She has also en-
joyed teaching art workshops to 5 to 7 year old children for short sessions.  Other interests include read-
ing, cooking, computer, nature and family activities. 
 

In Bev’s words:  I Docent at the Yates County Arts Center weekly because I enjoy meeting the artists, other volunteers, children 
and adults taking workshops, collectors and buyers of local artwork and the general ambience and vitality of the Center.   
The surroundings are surprising and different as new Exhibits are put on display every month or so. 
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Our 35 year dream is coming true!  
Moving the Arts Center to its own building on Main Street  

is GOOD for Penn Yan, GOOD for the Yates County and GOOD for the Arts! 
 

We need your support to make this important step forward a real success. 
Invest in our future today and be a part of this dream. 

 
Please complete and return the form below with your tax-deductible donation to: 

YCAC Capital Campaign 
119 East Elm Street 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

To make our move by Jan. 1 we need your donation 
NOW.THANK YOU! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—————————————–------- 
I am happy to support the move of the Yates County Arts Center: 

 

Enclosed is my donation for:  $ _______  

 

And/or I’d like to volunteer and help. Please contact me. 

 

First name ____________________  Last Name _______________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

           ________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone  (___)  ____  _______ 

E-mail _________________________________________________ 



YCAC Classes and Workshops 
Creative Workshop Space: Penn Yan Presbyterian Church, Main & Clinton 

Sunny Point Workshop Space: 868 East Lake Road (Rte 54), Dundee 
Key: M=YCAC Member NM=Non Member  
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Workshops for Youths  

 
Creative Art for 5-7 Year Olds (continues) 
Thursdays, October 14 to November 18,  10-11 AM 
 
Paper Art (continues) 
Tuesdays, October 19 to November 9, 3:30-5:30  PM 
(Homeschool Program 12:30-2:30 PM) 
 
New Adventures in Art 
Tuesdays, November 16 to December 14, 3:30-5:30 PM 
(Homeschool Program 12:30-2:30 PM) 
Location: Creative Workshop 
Instructor: Robin Secrest     $25  
Each week participants will be introduced to a different 
media and project and a variety of adventures into the 
wonderful world of art while working with paints, drawing 
pencils, pastels, collage, 3-D, 2-D, etc.  
 

Intergenerational Workshops  
 

Stamping Fun 
Third Mondays: Sept. 20 and Oct. 18, 5:00-7:00 PM 
Location: Creative Workshop 
Instructor: Kathy Wheat    Youth $5, Adult $10 per class, 
plus $5 materials fee per class. 
Come learn some creative stamping techniques while 
creating cards and other paper crafts. Projects are begin-
ner friendly. 
 
Adventures in Drawing (continues) 
Thursdays, September 30 to November 18, 9-11 AM 
 

 
Adult Workshops  

 
Basket Weaving - Rib egg basket 
Saturday, November 6 , 9AM-4PM 
Location: Waterfront Weavery, Himrod, 3282 North 
Plum Point Himrod.  Go 17 miles south of Geneva on 
Route 14.  Turn toward Seneca Lake on Rapalee 
Road to end  
Instructor Joan Belles     
$40 M,  $75 NM.  Plus $45 materials fee paid directly 
to instructor   
Create a rib egg basket using natural materials under 
the direction of a master basket 
weaver.   
 
Adventures in Color  
Tuesdays, November 16 to Decem-
ber 14,  6:00– 8:00 PM  
Location: Creative Workshop 
Instructor: Robin Secrest    $60  M, 
$95 NM 
Robin Secrest will lead participants on an exploration 
of color utilizing a variety of materials and techniques. 
the properties of color will be explored. 
 

Registration Info /Refund Policy  
· Full class fee is required at registration. Absolutely NO partial 
class fees. One may make up missed class if available. 
· Class size is limited; please register early to avoid closed classes.  
· Enrollment is on a “first come first served” basis. 
· Classes with inadequate enrollment are cancelled 1 week before 
the first class meeting so please register early . All fees refunded 
when YCAC cancels a class. 
· Refunds of class fees, less $10 administrative fee, are made for 
withdrawals prior to 2 business days before to first class or 2 weeks 
prior for full week workshop.  
· Contact the Arts Center at 315-536-8226 if you have any ques-
tions. You may register by phone with a credit card, or send a 
check to YCAC, 119 E. Elm St., Penn Yan, 14527.  

Sunny Point Attracts Paying Artists from San Francisco! 
Californian Kay Russell earned her BA, Kent University and her M.F.A. from Miami University in Oxford Ohio.  She 
teaches watercolor and drawing at City College of San Francisco and gives private lessons as well. Over the past 
sixteen years, she has conducted watercolor and drawing tours to Mexico, Costa Rica, Tahiti, Corsica, France, It-
aly, Greece and England. She also leads an annual watercolor workshop in the Lakes Basin area of the Sierra 
Mountains in Northern California.  Kay and four of her students chose Sunny Point as a destination for painting op-
portunities and the natural beauty of this area.  Kay was a featured artist in the Fall, 2009 issue of American Artist 
Watercolor Magazine.   She believes watercolor is a flexible medium, one that works well with gouache and other 
media to capture the spirit of a place. Her current paintings are landscapes of rain, trying to convey the meditative 
poetry of the moment and the essence of the atmosphere of the rain. In the rain paintings, it is intentionally unclear 
whether you are in the rain, looking out at the rain, or remembering it.  Kay has left the Yates County Arts Center 
one of her rain paintings that was inspired by Sunny Point.  She has captured the spirit of a place. 



Contact Co-Presidents Char DiGennaro 315-531-8201 & Phyllis Maciag 607-243-7191 

PERSPECTIVES VOLUME 36 ISSUE 6 
PAGE 6 

Browse or Buy: Shopping At the Gallery is Amazing 
 
With holiday gift giving and winter celebrations just around the corner, and so few 
days to find the perfect gift, I would like to remind you of YCAC’s Gallery.  Shopping 
at a gallery might feel new, unusual for you and yet how often have you thought,   ”I 
just want something different, something perfect.”   
 
This is the place to look for very original works: paintings, glass, ceramics, jewelry, 
woodworks, glass, photographs, baskets, handmade journals and more.    There are 
miniature kimonos, photographic tiles, magnets and original color books.  The white walls with bright track light-
ing shine down on paintings, etchings and photography.  The work is mixed media, watercolors, oils, pencil, pen 
and ink drawings and many other decorative pieces for the home.  One can find the perfect wood turned pen, 
colorful handmade crocheted purses and hand bound journals.  Jewelry, one of a kind and of the finest materi-
als, sit ready to be tried on.  Every piece makes a statement to the lucky recipient.    Hallmark cards can not 
compete with the selection of handmade cards.    

The Gallery’s fresh, bright atmosphere makes you feel comfortable. Docents are available to help 
supply the viewer with any guidance about what is going on. Even an art novice would feel wel-
come in such a relaxed place where we stock a range of gifts that are available nowhere else, 
including items inspired by, and related to the Gallery's exhibitions. So when you're looking for 
the perfect gift, shopping at the Gallery is a treat.  

Sandy Murrin, President YCAC 

At the September 15 meeting of the Penn Yan Art 
Guild, new energy was breathed into the organiza-
tion.  It was decided by acclaim that: 
-we wish to continue to exist as an organization. 
-we are motivated by the comraderie and support of 
other artists. 
-we will have fewer meetings, avoiding the winter 
(dark) months, and sometimes meeting during the 
day to avoid night driving. 
-every meeting needs a presenter with an interest-
ing demonstration, with or without member hands-
on participation. 
 
A calendar for 2011 was established, with volun-
teers taking charge of the programs, as follows: 
Wednesday, April 20, time TBA: Kathy Rood chair 
Wednesday, May 18, 7:00 PM: demo by Brett 
Steeves, Bonnie Barney chair 
Wednesday, June 15, 7:00 PM: Ginny Deneka 
chair 
Monday, July 18, time TBA: plein air painting, Fran 
Bliek chair 
Monday, August 22, time TBA: plein air painting, 

Fran Bliek chair 
Wednesday, September 21, 1-4 PM: Char DiGennaro 
hands-on program 
Wednesday, October 19, 1-4 PM: Hannelore Wolcott-
Bailey and Barb Doyle, co-chairs 
 
For 2011; Co-Chairs Char DiGennaro and Phyllis 
Maciag, Secretary Bonnie Barney, Treasurer Sally 
Thomas, Membership Chair Fran Bliek. 
 
Currently there are 
29 active mem-
bers and 7 lifetime 
members.  Any 
artist is welcomed. 
Watch the next 
Perspectives for 
schedule details. 
 
Picture: Oct. meeting 
with Peggy Martinez. 
 
 



New and Renewing YCAC Members August 15– October 15, 2010 
We thank you for your continuing support of the Arts in Yates County. 
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Benefactor $500 
 
Patron $250 
 
Sponsor $150 
 
Business, Other $100 
 
Associate $50  
 
Individual and Family $35  
 
Senior $20 
 
* Indicates our newest mem-
bers! Thank you all for your 
support. 

Writers are welcomed to meet together at Yates Gallery on the third Monday of each month 
from 7:00 to 9:00 PM.  Share your woes, joys, successes, and rejections, and read from cur-
rent writing projects.  Most of all, we encourage each other to KEEP WRITING!  Dues are $1 
per month for those attending, a donation to YCAC.   
 
Ideas to jump-start your creative writing: “Found Treasures”.  For the meeting at 7:00 PM on 
November 15, try “The Photo Album”.  For December 20, “The Jewelry Box”.   
 
Contact Barb Wohlschlegel 585-526-5787 or Alice Moriarty 585-526-6569 for information. 

YATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUBYATES COUNTY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB    

 

President Gene Parsons 315-789-4563  Vice President Lyle Conrad 607-868-4673 

Red Jacket Writers’ Group 

 The Yates County Photography Club will meet at 7:00 P.M., November 18th, at Yates Gallery, 119 East Elm 
Street, Penn Yan.  The program will be a display of fall color and flower color photographs by club members and any-
one else interested in bringing their work in. Slides, prints and snapshots are all needed, film or digital. 
 The club will meet December  16th, 7:00 P.M., at Yates Gallery.  The program will be a display and critique of 
photographs of people taken by anyone at the meeting.  We will try and have some Christmas goodies to munch on 
during or after the meeting. Anyone interested is welcome to attend. 

 

Membership information will be posted  

in the next Perspectives. 

Our wonderful volunteer, Mary Harmony, has 

moved away, so we are in transition here. 

 

Please check your mailing label for your re-

newal month.  At this time of exciting moving 

and expanding, we need each and every one 

of you more than ever.  Thanks! 
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New Board Members 
 
Four new board members were elected at the annual meeting of YCAC at the Lakeside Country Club October 
13.  They replace retiring members Mary Harmony, Elisabeth Haynes, Joyce Hunt, Nancy Langford, and Jean 
Welch.    With president Sandy Murrin are, left to right, Ann Dunmore, Dick Murphy, Caryl Flickinger, and Char-
lotte Wytias. 
 

Charlotte Wytias was engaged in finding music for Sunny Point Sundays  and was recruited by Janis Long to 
serve on the Board of YCAC.  She is an registered nurse with a huge interest in the healing power of  the arts.   
 

Dick Murphy is a full time resident of Yates County since 1999. He is a co-owner of Finger  Lakes Realty, mar-
ried to Ellen, with 2 children: Jillian,16, and Chip, 19. 
 

Caryl Flickinger lives on the East side of the lake with her husband Bob and has three grown sons and a daugh-
ter-in-law.  She attended Moore College of Art in Philadelphia, worked as a layout artist for various department 
stores until married, then changed to art education because of where they lived. She retired from her job as a 
program coordinator with BOCES in 2008 and now lives full time at the lake.  
 

Ann Dunmore was born in Wales in the UK. Married with four children and seven grandchildren she worked in 
teaching for the Inner London Education Authority for several years until they came to the USA in 1979 and set-
tled in the Capitol District. There she worked for a robotics company as PA to the company president.  They 
moved to Michigan in 1995, eventually retiring to Seneca Lake. 

www.YCAC.org Revised! 
 
Previous years' copies of Perspectives, back to 
2003 are available on the YCAC website.  From 
the Home Page, click on "Newsletter" in the 
menu, then choose the issue you want to see.  It 
will upload as a PDF. 
 
Calling all artists to join our online Gallery.  Con-
tact Archivist@NancyLangford.com.  

DEMOLITION, THAT IS! 
 

If you are willing to do manual labor on 
the Maxwell Building to help us repair, 

remodel, restore...please call the Gallery 
(315) 536-8226 and we’ll sign you up. 
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The Loomis Barn  
& Country Shops 

4942 Loomis Rd, Rushville 
Www.loomisbarn.com 

“Make it a day in the country.” 

YCAC’s  Picture Preservation  
and Restoration Day  
November 20, 2010 

 
Holidays are coming!  Get all your great photo mo-
ments out of the shoe box into a digital form, the 
perfect gift to share with your family and friends.  
 
On November 20, at the Gallery (119 E. Elm 
street, Penn Yan), from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, we 
are again co-hosting a full-day picture preservation 
event with pixelPRESERVE  LLC from Rochester, 
NY, which specializes in digital printing and photo 
scanning.  Glenn Alexander, the owner of pixel-
PRESERVE, will use their high speed equipment to 
quickly, and affordably,  convert 
 - your old family prints 
 -your post card collection 
 -any historical or valuable documents 
into high quality digital image files, while you wait!  
Bring your collection to the Yates Gallery and pixel-
PRESERVE will return your precious one-of-a-kind 
documents back to you safely, and provide you with 
all the scanned images on an archival CD/DVD. 
 
Once your digital library is created you can view the 
photos on your computer or TV, as well as email 
them to friends and relatives.  Turning your family 
photo history into a bound book also makes a won-

derful keepsake gift for the upcoming holidays. 
 
Also consider 
picture restora-
tion:  an oppor-
tunity to get 
blemished or 
damaged pic-
tures that are 
close to your 
heart totally 
e lec t r on ic a l l y 
reconstructed. 
 
Bring your damaged pictures to the Yates Gallery on 
November 20 and Howard LeVant will confirm the 
possibility of restoration and estimate  the time it will 
take for him to do the work. 
 
The price for these services (preservation or restora-
tion) is very attractive and part of the proceeds of the 
sales will be donated to Yates County Arts Center. 
 
If you have questions, need advice on the selection of 
your documents, would like to see some examples, or 
would like to hear some testimonials … Please join us 
for an information session  which will take place at 
the Gallery on November 12,  at 5:30 pm.  
The admission is free but registration (Tel: 315-386-
8226)  is recommended due to the space limits. 



Open Tues-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-3 
          315-536-8226 

  E-mail: ArtsCenter@YCAC.org 
www.YCAC.org 

 
 

Yates County Arts Center 
119 East Elm Street 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

David C Schirmer DDS 

6 Stoll Street    

Dundee, NY  
Our practice is working together to realize a 

shared vision of uncompromising excellence in 

dentistry. 

Main Street  

Family Health  

Wayne Strouse MD 

 
Water Street Pharmacy 
14 Water St., Dundee 

607-243-8114 
Professional Healthcare~ 
Hometown Hospitality,  
Newsstand and Gift Shop.  

  
Rooster Hill 
Vineyards 
Route 54 
Penn Yan 
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Hunt Country  
Vineyards 

Branchport 
 

Proud Sponsor of  
Finger Lakes  

Chamber Music Festival 

 

Morgan’s Grocery 

100 Hamilton St. 

Penn Yan 

...the place for meat! 

Yes!  We closed on the Yes!  We closed on the Yes!  We closed on the Yes!  We closed on the     
Maxwell Building!Maxwell Building!Maxwell Building!Maxwell Building!    

We hope to be on Main Street by January!We hope to be on Main Street by January!We hope to be on Main Street by January!We hope to be on Main Street by January!    
CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?    


